
 

CARPET & AIR DUCT CLEANING
CARPET CLEANING602-607-1377

602-607-1377

ANY 5 ROOMS

$995 $4975Per Room
2 Room 
Minimum No Size Limit

Steam Cleaned & Deodorized Steam Cleaned & Deodorize

VISIBLY SOILED FABRICS WILL REQUIRE PRECONDITIONING. WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND 3M SCOTCHGARD™ PROTECTOR.

Also available - Preconditioning, Scotchgard, Pet Odor Sanitizing: 25¢ per sq. ft.

ANY SIZE ROOMS
WHOLE HOUSE AIR DUCT 

CLEANING PACKAGE

8 VENTS & 
1 RETURN

(Reg. $199.95)
Antibacterial sanitizer and sealer available 

at additional cost. Additional vents/returns & 
trunk lines priced separately.

$9995

HELPS PREVENT 
HOME FIRES

DRYER VENT
CLEANING

(Reg. $99.95)
Restrictions may apply.

$6995

AIR DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING
Cleaning Your Air Ducts Helps Relieve Asthma 

Symptoms, Allergies, Headaches, Nasal 
Congestion and Dust in Your Home

Call Today
Clean Today

7am-7pm 
Mon-Sat

Sanitize Your Home Now!!
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MOSCOW – American basketball
star Brittney Griner went on trial Friday,
41⁄2 months after her arrest on charges of
possessing cannabis oil while returning
to play for a Russian team, in a case that
has unfolded amid tense relations be-
tween Moscow and Washington.

The initial session of the trial, which
was adjourned until July 7, o!ered the
most extensive public interaction be-
tween Griner and reporters since the
Phoenix Mercury center and two-time
U.S. Olympic gold medalist was arrested
in February at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo
Airport.

Griner, 31, was escorted into the
courtroom in the capital’s suburb of

Khimki while handcu!ed and wearing
a Jimi Hendrix T-shirt. At a closed-
door preliminary hearing Monday, her
detention was extended for another
six months, to Dec. 20.

Police have said she was carrying
vape canisters with cannabis oil when
detained at the airport. She could face 

WNBA and Phoenix Mercury star Brittney Griner is escorted Friday to a courtroom for a hearing in Khimki just outside
Moscow. Griner’s trial started Friday, about 4 months after she was !rst arrested. AP

Brittney Griner 
on trial in Russia

2 witnesses questioned; proceedings adjourned until July 7

See GRINER TRIAL, Page 6A

Jim Heintz 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Weather
High 106° | Low 86°
Partly sunny. 2A

20 YEARS AFTER THE WILDFIRE 3A

Fire boss Rick Lupe’s BIA crew were heroes in the
2002 Rodeo-Chediski Fire. THE REPUBLIC

Republic travel writer Roger Naylor recommends 10
restaurants that show o! the city’s best cooking
right now and o!er delectable surprises. 1C

Where to eat in Flagsta!

People in same-sex marriages, especially those
with children, fear the Supreme Court’s abortion
decision could lead to other rulings being tossed. 6A

Gay couples fear fallout

*Purchase highest value room at regular price, and get select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl and laminate for all other rooms of equal or lesser value for $50 each when you pay for installation, padding, and 
materials. Promotion does not apply to stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. Product may not be sold separate from installation. Residential installations only, and at the same address. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 0�/��/22. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
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DISCOVER THE EMPIRE TODAY® DIFFERENCE
We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy.

&DOO or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper.
Schedule a FREE

In-Home Estimate! 

SHOP-AT-HOME CONVENIENCE
See hundreds of samples in your home.
Empire® brings the store to you.

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION,
EVEN NEXT DAY**
Don't wait weeks for your new floors. You can
get a custom installation as soon as tomorrow.

QUALITY PRODUCTS
Top-quality, name-brand carpet and flooring
options in the latest styles and colors that
are durable and long lasting.

ALL-INCLUSIVE PRICE ESTIMATE†

Know what your project will cost, up front 
with no hidden fees.

Buy 1 Room, Get Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl, and
Laminate for All Other Rooms for $50* in Each!

Product only. Select styles.

$ ROOM
SALE50*

888-301-7623

In an emphatic rebuke of Arizona’s
privatized prison health care model,
U.S. District Judge Roslyn Silver found
that Arizona is denying the constitu-

tional rights of people in state prisons
by failing to provide minimally ade-
quate health care.

In a ruling issued Thursday, Judge
Silver also condemned the state for im-
properly detaining a subset of prisoners
in restrictive housing units.

“While this case involves an unusual-

ly large amount of evidence, there are
only two basic questions,” Silver wrote.
“Are Defendants violating the constitu-
tional rights of Arizona’s prisoners
through the existing medical and men-
tal health care system? And are Defen-
dants violating the constitutional rights
of a subset of Arizona’s prisoners by al-
most round-the-clock con"nement in
their cells? The answer is yes to both

questions.”
Silver ordered injunctive relief in a

form that is yet to be determined.
The ruling comes after Silver re-

scinded a long-standing settlement
agreement reached in the Jensen v.
Shinn prison health care lawsuit be-
tween prisoners and the state of 

Prison health care ruled unconstitutional
Judge: Arizona’s system ‘plainly grossly inadequate’
Jimmy Jenkins
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See HEALTH, Page 4A

The FBI has issued subpoenas to
Arizona Senate President Karen Fann
and state Sen. Kelly Townsend, com-
pelling them to release records be-
lieved related to former President Don-
ald Trump’s e!ort to stay in power af-
ter losing the 2020 election.

Fann, the longtime Republican law-
maker from Prescott who ordered the
partisan review of the 2020 election in
Maricopa County, told The Arizona Re-
public the FBI issued a Freedom of In-
formation Act request “in the form of a
subpoena for my emails and commu-
nications. I’m instructed not to dis-
cuss.”

She wouldn’t con"rm another re-
port stating that the probe sought rec-
ords about contacts from Trump and
his team following the November 2020
election. But she added, “pretty sure
everything they’ve asked for has al-
ready been foiaed numerous times
over the past 18 months,” using an ac-
ronym for the information act.

The Yellow Sheet, a political news-
letter, "rst reported the subpoenas.

In mid-November 2020, Fann told
state House Speaker Rusty Bowers
that Trump’s advocates had called her
repeatedly, encouraging her to help
him "nd a way to get ahead of Joe Bi-
den in Arizona, where Trump lost by
about 10,500 votes.

Public records also show that on
Dec. 28, Fann told a constituent she
was in “numerous conversations with
Rudy Giuliani over the past weeks try-
ing to get this done. I have the full sup-
port of him and a personal call from
President Trump thanking us for
pushing to prove any fraud.”

Townsend, who lives in Apache
Junction and has served in the Legis-
lature since 2013, told The Republic
that she had received a subpoena but
did not comment further. She told 12
News that the FBI sought communica-

FBI sends
subpoenas
to Fann,
Townsend
Ray Stern and Mary Jo Pitzl
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SUBPOENAS, Page 6A
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A collection of voices, tweets and posts from the week.

Josselyn Berry
@joss_berry
Karrin Taylor Robson is diet Kari
Lake. She shares the same ex-
treme, fringe views as Lake, just
says it in a polite way that moder-
ate Republicans support without
feeling bad about themselves.
They’re already spinning her into
the “sensible” choice for #AZGov

Kyrsten Sinema
@SenatorSinema
It’s been nine years since Arizona
lost 19 Granite Mountain Hotshots
in the Yarnell Hill Fire. Today, we
honor their legacy and thank all
Arizona firefighters who put their
lives on the line to keep us safe.

Ruben Gallego
@Ruben Gallego
The (expletive) former President of
the United States tried to lead the
coup himself. Assaulted secret
service and tried to drive himself.

Ruben Gallego
@RubenGallego
It was a set up. They set up the
Capitol Police and Congress to to
get overrun. @MarkMeadows you
traitorous (expletive).

THEY SAID IT

“To the little girls and to the young
women who are watching tonight:
These days, for the most part, men
are running the world and it is really
not going that well.”
— Liz Cheney
U.S. House of Representatives

“There’s a reason we tell people to
sleep on big decisions rather than
making a choice when they’re over-
come with emotion, because in-
tense emotions can seduce us into
making bad decisions. But every-
where you look, politicians, activ-
ists, and rabble-rousers tell us
you’re not angry enough.”
— Jonah Goldberg
The Dispatch

Robson Lake

ELECTIONS: Arizonans have
clear choices for secretary of
state — starting with the Aug. 2
primaries. VIEWPOINTS

COMING SUNDAY

Drag queens have traipsed into
the culture wars and drawn the ire of
Republican lawmakers who want to
shut them down when they perform
for children.

The issue got rolling in central
Texas in a little town called Cedar
Springs. A gay bar there invited par-
ents to bring their children to see a
drag show to celebrate Pride Week.

Someone took videos with their
cellphone and soon images were !y-
ing across the internet.

They showed small children
laughing as drag performers vamped
and contorted in skin-tight out"ts.
The kids reached out with hands
"lled with cash.

To conservatives it looked like a
strip joint on Sesame Street, the Pea-
nut Gallery at the apocalypse. It 

Drag queens?
No, there’s 
a bigger
cultural war
looming

See BOAS, Page 15A
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Progressives have a Eureka!
moment in overturning of Roe

See GABRIEL, Page 14A

The U.S. Supreme Court’s historic decision
in Dobbs v. Jackson’s Women’s Health Or-
ganization should not have been a shock.

Justice Samuel Alito’s draft decision was
illegally leaked nearly two months before, giv-
ing politicians on both sides plenty of warn-
ing. Not to mention 49 years of Republican
promises to reverse Roe v. Wade.

Still, angry activists swarmed the streets in
California, New York, Washington state and
Washington, D.C., all jurisdictions with the
strongest abortion protections. SCOTUS
merely returned the issue to the states; it’s
business as usual for the bluer swaths of the 

They are now
discovering what

conservatives have
touted for years

Cora Bates stands along W. Congress St. at S. Granada Ave. in Tucson, Ariz. as an
abortion-rights protest gets underway on Friday. MAMTA POPAT/ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Jon Gabriel 
Columnist

The members of Arizona’s Senate
Republican Caucus have once again
proven that their collective approach
to lawmaking is grounded solidly in
ignorance, arrogance and insecurity. 

On June 14, Senate Republicans
released a statement informing Ari-
zonans that they are hard at work on
new measures to keep our state’s
children safe. 

Are they planning to address the
scourge of deadly gun violence that
has taken the lives of dozens of
schoolchildren around the country?
Or to protect the right of a child to ter-
minate a pregnancy that resulted
from rape or incest? Or to address
childhood nutrition, childhood
health or additional funding to re-
duce class sizes?

No. None of this. 

Lawmakers
should meet
with drag
queens before
judging them

Phil Boas
Columnist

Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

Your Turn
Tait Moline and Mike Fornelli

Guest columnists

OPINIONS

See DRAG QUEENS, Page 15A
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OH NO!
Is that really happening?

Read the public notices in our newspaper or on 
our website to learn more about:

•  Government meetings, 
bids & contracts

• Foreclosures
• Unclaimed property

•  School Board issues
•  Elections/Polling places, 

initiative petitions
•  Tax assessments/proposals

Public notices, the key to your community.
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made Republican politicians fume from
one end of the sunbelt to the other, from
Arizona to Texas to Florida.

Now lawmakers in all three states are
contemplating how they might stop drag
queens from interacting with kids. 

“We will be damned if we won’t !ght
like hell to protect the most innocent
from these horrifying and disturbing
trends,” Arizona Sen. Vince Leach, R-
SaddleBrooke, said.

Leach is working on a bill to stop this,
he said, “as we do with X-rated movies,
as we do with strip joints, and as we do
with bars.”

Senate President Karen Fann and
three other GOP senators – Sonny Bor-
relli, David Gowan and Rick Gray – have
joined Leach to try to craft policy, report-
ed The Arizona Republic’s Ray Stern.

If I had their ear at the water cooler, I’d
tell them don’t bother.

Drag queens are a sideshow to the real
culture war. Confronting them is like
!ghting the skirmish at Picacho Peak
when the Battle of Gettysburg is about to
begin.

On our horizon is a scandal of enor-
mous proportion that involves children
and the internet and an American
health-care industry that is exploiting
them. When Americans wake up and !-
nally understand what happened they
will be horri!ed not only at how we dam-
aged children, but created an environ-
ment so oppressive it became almost im-
possible to talk about.

Two months ago, a thoughtful, careful
writer at The New York Times wrote a
long essay headlined “How to Make
Sense of the New L.G.B.T.Q. Culture
War.”

As a conservative Catholic, the rarest
of creatures at The Times, Ross Douthat
made an extraordinary admission to his
readers. He was throwing caution to the
wind on the issue of gender care:

“I will make a prediction: Within not
too short a span of time, not only conser-
vatives but most liberals will recognize
that we have been running an experi-
ment on trans-identifying youth without
good or certain evidence, inspired by
ideological motives rather than scienti!c
rigor, in a way that future generations
will regard as a grave medical-political
scandal.”

He then warned his mostly progres-
sive readership:

“If you are a liberal who believes as
much already, but you don’t feel comfort-
able saying it, your silence will eventu-
ally become your regret.”

Journalist Abigail Shrier was the !rst
to boldly tell the story that a huge num-
ber of adolescent girls are deciding they
need to change gender. In her book, “Irre-
versible Damage,” she describes how
only a few decades ago gender dysphoria
was almost unheard of among that pop-
ulation.

Today, adolescent girls make up two-
thirds of patients with gender dysphoria
and many come from the same peer
group.

It should be noted that Shrier has
been widely criticized for her book. Ac-
tivists tried to stop its publication and
have harassed her ever since.

But she has the chops to tell this
sweeping story. A freelancer who wrote

for the Wall Street Journal, she holds un-
dergraduate degrees from Columbia and
Oxford and a law degree from Yale. She is
better educated than most journalists in
America.

What she wrote should have raised
bright red "ags in the medical communi-
ty. But doctors continue putting adoles-
cent girls on a pathway of gender a#rm-
ing care, treated with puberty blockers
and cross-sex hormones and eventually,
if they choose, double mastectomies.

Given the newness of the phenome-
non it is not yet clear if we are looking at a
more accepting environment that allows
teenagers to honestly explore their
doubts about gender or a social conta-
gion that through the internet is egging
girls on to transition.

On June 15, The New York Times Mag-
azine took up the issue with “The Battle
Over Gender Therapy,” a massive report
eight months in the making by reporter
Emily Bazelon.

Bazelon reports that 300,000 Ameri-
can young people now identify as trans-
gender. “A decade ago, there were a
handful of pediatric gender clinics in the
United States and a dozen or so more in
other countries,” she wrote. “Now there
are more than 60 comprehensive gender
clinics in the United States, along with
countless therapists and doctors in pri-
vate practice who are also seeing young
patients with gender-identity issues.”

In April, clinical psychologist Erica
Anderson, who is herself transgender,
has helped hundreds of teens transition
and “until recently led the U.S. profes-
sional society at the forefront of trans-
gender care,” told the Los Angeles Times:
“I think it’s gone too far.”

“For a while, we were all happy that
society was becoming more accepting
and more families than ever were em-
bracing children that were gender vari-
ant. Now it’s got to the point where there
are kids presenting at clinics whose par-
ents say, ‘This just doesn’t make sense.’ ”

According to The Times, “(Anderson)
has also come to believe that some chil-
dren identifying as trans are falling un-
der the in"uence of their peers and social
media and that some clinicians are fail-
ing to subject minors to rigorous mental
health evaluations before recommend-
ing hormones or surgeries.”

More and more parents are speaking
up. So are their children. Shrier has noted
that when she published her book in
2020, the sub-Reddit page devoted to
“detransitioners” – people who regret

their gender change and want to turn
back – had 7,000 members. Since then it
has grown by 400%.

In England, the controversy is far
more advanced and raising serious ques-
tions about that nation’s largest gender
care clinic. Some 35 psychologists re-
signed in three years, reports Sky News.

They cited “lack of credible research
into gender dysphoria and treatment and
why there has been such an increase in
cases,” reported British investigative
journalist and feminist Julie Bindel at
Unherd.com. 

One British doctor told her:

“As demand surged for under 18-year-
olds, it became clear that these young
girls, in particular, had some very serious
psychological problems, but were almost
instantly a#rmed as being ‘gender dys-
phoric.’ That diagnosis is all that is need-
ed to be rubber-stamped for testoster-
one, and subsequent surgery. Many of us
that resigned over this are very worried
indeed where it is leading.”

The culture war is not about drag
queens. And it’s only getting started.

Phil Boas is an editorial columnist for
The Arizona Republic. Email him at
phil.boas@arizonarepublic.com.

Boas
Continued from Page 13A

More and more parents
are speaking up. So are
their children. Shrier has
noted that when she
published her 
book in 2020, the
sub-Reddit page
devoted to
“detransitioners” –
people who regret their
gender change and want
to turn back – had 7,000
members. Since then it
has grown by 400%.

They chose instead to focus on the
“real” looming threat to children; a threat
that they clearly feel poses greater dan-
ger than !rearms, incest, malnutrition,
health conditions or mental illness. 

That’s right: Drag queens and story
time. 

In their press release, Senate Repub-
licans decry “sexual perversion” and as-
sert that “Policies of ‘nondiscrimination
regarding gender expression and sexual
orientation’ are sending a message to so-
ciety that we should disregard morals
and values just to normalize these unsci-
enti!c, broad, ill-de!ned and subjective
terms, which set a dangerous precedent
for our children that are too young to be
exposed to such concepts.” 

These so-called legislative leaders
have chosen to double down on their ig-
norance, and in their unequalled arro-
gance, they presume to dictate morality
to the rest of us. 

However, they are also brazenly lying
to their constituents and themselves.

The “unscienti!c, broad, ill-de!ned
and subjective terms” they describe are
anything but. The science is sound,
should they choose to review it, let alone
accept it.

Leading clinical organizations from
the American Medical Association to the
American Psychological Association and
the American Academy of Pediatrics,
among others, have all asserted, with
scienti!c basis, that “non-traditional”
and “non-binary” gender identities are
perfectly normal and acceptable, both

clinically and societally, and have no det-
rimental e$ect on children. 

Writing for Psychology Today in 2019,
Dr. Joe Kort, founder of the Center for Re-
lationship and Sexual Health, observed
of policymakers seeking to bar events
like Drag Queen Story Hour, that “[t]he
outrage andfearthese opposers demon-
strate is unfounded and based largely on
hatred of nonconformity (and perhaps
unacknowledged fears about their own-
sexuality).” 

That’s OK. We have a solution. 
We would venture to guess that the

majority of lawmakers pushing this lat-
est toxic attempt to criminalize things
that make them uncomfortable, have
never met, interacted with or spent any
kind of time with any members of the
drag community, queens or kings (or any
of the many cisgender performers who
fall under the drag umbrella). 

As an organization, Phoenix Pride’s
ultimate purpose is to create safe spaces.
We are experts in that !eld. And not just
spaces that are safe for the LGBTQ+
community, but spaces that are welcom-
ing and accepting of all – LGBTQ+ or not,
ally or not.

We embrace the opportunity to inter-
act and forge meaningful conversations
in our broader community, even those
working to marginalize us or deny our
very existence. 

So, we would like to extend a public
invitation to the members of the Arizona
Senate Republican Caucus, and to all
elected o#cials in our state: 

We will organize an informal opportu-
nity to meet with members of our Arizo-
na drag community to learn who they
really are, what they really do, and to see
!rsthand that what these entertainers

present is neither “wrong” nor “per-
verse.”

These are just fellow human beings,
our family and friends, neighbors and
co-workers, teammates and classmates.
People. 

If our elected leaders expect us to ac-
cept their moral superiority and adhere
to their de!nitions of “perversion” and
“values” – including deciding for parents
what is and is not appropriate for their
own children – we believe it is their re-
sponsibility to engage in the most mini-

mal amount of !rsthand fact-!nding be-
fore rendering judgment. 

We are here and standing by to make
that happen. 

Sound public policy is the cornerstone
of our civilized society. But policy is nev-
er sound when it comes from a place of
ignorance, arrogance and insecurity. 

Tait Moline and Mike Fornelli are, re-
spectively, the president of the board of
directors and executive director of Phoe-
nix Pride. Reach them at
info@phoenixpride.org.

Drag queens
Continued from Page 13A

Drag queen Nevaeh McKenzie compliments 5-year-old Gwen Crum on her
artwork after Drag Queen Storytime at Changing Hands Bookstore in Tempe.
KARINA BLAND/THE REPUBLIC

VIEWPOINTS


