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STORMS RIP VALLEY
Above: Storm damage

can be seen Wednesday

at Falcon Field Airport

after high winds that

accompanied heavy rain

and hail flipped over

planes on Tuesday. Right:

Lightning from a storm on

Tuesday strikes in a south

Scottsdale neighborhood.

See story, Page 3A.
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BULLPEN STEPPING UP SPORTS, 1B

D-Backs relievers, led by Kevin Ginkel, are delivering
big performances. PATRICK BREEN/THE REPUBLIC

With the weather getting a little bit cooler, now is
the time to enjoy festivals around the Valley — from
hot air balloons to Dia de los Muertos. 1C

Valley’s best fall festivals

The Kroger grocery-store chain has agreed to pay
$1.37 billion to state and local governments across
the nation for its role in the opioid crisis, the Arizona
Attorney General’s Office said. In Arizona, Kroger
owns Fry’s and Smith’s stores. 9A

Kroger settles for $1.37B
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NORTH AMERICA’S
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9 Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and

pivots to offer a seated shower option
9 Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and MicroSoothe®

Advanced Air Therapy System
9 High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime

warranty on the entire tub
9 Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low,

affordable price
Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t a better,
more affordable walk-in tub!

Call today and receive
exclusive savings of
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*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase.
Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

plus a FREE shower package

602-607-3445
602-607-3445

$1500 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

One of the founders of Backpage
.com took the stand in federal court in
downtown Phoenix on Tuesday as the
state’s first witness in a criminal case
against his former colleagues: co-
founders, managers and employees of
the website. 

He told the jury point-blank that
Backpage ads were “prostitution ads.”

The Backpage founders are accused
in U.S. District Court of knowingly al-
lowing people to use the website to ex-
change sex for money.

This is the second trial against the
Backpage executives, who include Mi-
chael Lacey, the former longtime edi-
tor and founder of the Phoenix alterna-
tive weekly, the Phoenix New Times.
The first trial crumbled when the judge
declared a mistrial in 2021.

Lacey faces several counts alleging
he facilitated prostitution. He also
faces several counts of money laun-
dering and conspiracy, along with oth-
er defendants.

Lacey’s longtime newspaper pub-
lishing partner, James Larkin, died by
suicide July 31, days before the trial
was initially scheduled to begin.

Lacey and the other defendants are
charged with one count of conspiring
to facilitate prostitution for financial
gain. They also are charged with pub-
lishing 50 specific ads between 2013
and 2018 that the government says 

Witness:
Backpage
website
sold sex
Prostitution ads made
millions, ex-CEO says 

Jimmy Jenkins
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BACKPAGE, Page 6A

Rep. David Schweikert voted against
the Inflation Reduction Act and has re-
peatedly criticized it as an “Orwellian-
named” law that he says doesn’t reduce
inflation and disproportionately bene-
fits foreign companies. 

But in June, the Arizona Republican
sent his staff to a groundbreaking cere-
mony at American Legion Post #58 in
Fountain Hills for a solar project that

was made possible entirely through
the IRA. 

“The structure will use American-
made steel and is expected to generate
$400,000 of electricity in its lifetime
service to future generations of veter-
ans,” Schweikert said on X, formerly
known as Twitter.

The legislation, signed Aug. 16,
2022, by President Joe Biden, is the
largest investment in clean energy in
U.S. history, with hundreds of billions 

Lawmaker lauds solar project
enabled by law he opposed
Ryan Randazzo
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SOLAR, Page 13A

A 2021 law that bans abortions
sought because of “genetic abnormal-
ities” should be blocked despite the
wishes of Arizona legislative leaders, a
lawyer for abortion rights groups ar-
gued Monday in federal court.

The hearing in Phoenix before three
justices for the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 9th Circuit is the latest battle
over abortion rights in Arizona since

last year’s decision by the U.S. Supreme
Court to overturn Roe v. Wade. 

The 2021 law makes medical provid-
ers guilty of a felony if they terminate a
pregnancy solely because the fetus is
diagnosed with a genetic condition like
Down syndrome or cystic fibrosis. It was
passed on Republican Party lines and
signed by former Gov. Doug Ducey, then
blocked by a federal judge in September
2021. But the injunction was lifted after
the high court’s decision last year, and 

Groups fight ban on abortions for
‘genetic abnormalities’ in court
Ray Stern
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BAN, Page 12A
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Seasons change from summer to fall, and as the weather gets just a little bit cooler in

Arizona, people are going out to enjoy the weather. h Attending festivals and events is a

fantastic way to break from routine and infuse life with fun and excitement. From

pumpkin patches at local farms to Arizona Fall Festival and Pride Festival, these gather-

ings offer a chance to immerse oneself in unique experiences, whether it’s enjoying live music,

savoring delicious food, exploring diverse cultures, or simply connecting with others who share

similar interests. h Here is your full guide to some of the upcoming Fall events and festivals

around the valley.

Don’t miss the top festivals
in the Valley this fall

Natasha Numkena, left, and Carlos
Valencia compete in a free throw
competition during Indigenous
Peoples’ Day Phoenix Fest in
downtown Phoenix on Oct. 10, 2022.
ALEX GOULD/THE REPUBLIC

From left, Kyli
Applegate, Tasha
Messina and Pam
Mayer perform
with flowing
scarfed fans at the
Tempe Festival of
the Arts on April
2. JOE RONDONE/THE

REPUBLIC

Tempe Festival of
the Arts. DOWNTOWN

TEMPE AUTHORITY

Tiffany Acosta Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK

See FESTIVALS, Page 2C
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THINGS TO DO

From Christian Bale and Keanu
Reeves to Robert Pattinson and George
Clooney, many actors have taken on the
role of the iconic movie superhero and
succeeded (or failed).

Batman is the hero who lurks in the
shadows waiting for a bat signal, has his
own iconic theme music, plenty of love
interests and colorful villains to protect
society against.

The caped crusader is being honored
with his very own day soon, a tradition
that dates to 2014. Batman Day is com-
ing up and fans will celebrate with ex-

clusive comic availability, movie mara-
thons and special episodes.

Here’s how you can celebrate Batman
Day 2023 in metro Phoenix.

When is Batman Day 2023?

Batman Day is Saturday, Sept. 16,
2023. That’s when fans can celebrate
their love for DC’s hallmark superhero.

Where can I get 
Batman Day 2023 comics?

DC has a tradition of putting out spe-
cial-edition comics for Batman Day.
This year’s titles are “Batman/Catwom-
an: The Gotham War: Prelude Batman

Day Special Edition #1,” “Batman & The
Joker: The Deadly Duo #1 Batman Day
Special Edition” and “Batman #608:
Batman Day Special Edition.” Fans can
also buy the “Batman ’89 Hardcover
Collection” and “Batman: Gargoyle of
Gotham #1.” 

Samurai Comics in metro Phoenix
will have “Batman #608: Batman Day
Special Edition” as a special foil edition.
They will be giving out “Batman/Cat-
woman: The Gotham War: Prelude Bat-
man Day Special Edition #1” and “Bat-
man & The Joker: The Deadly Duo #1
Batman Day Special Edition” for free.
Samurai also has the “Batman ‘89 Hard-

Batman Day 2023: Here’s how to celebrate in Phoenix area
Dina Kaur
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BATMAN, Page 3C

Lewis Wilson made his big screen
debut when he became the first actor
to depict Batman in a feature film,
which took the form of a 15-chapter
serial. He was replaced by Robert
Lowery for the 1949 sequel and left
show business altogether soon after.
MOVIEPIX VIA GETTY IMAGES
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savoring delicious food, exploring diverse cultures, or simply connecting with others who share
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Dear Abby: I’m a recovering alcohol-
ic who has been sober for more than 12
years. My road to sobriety has been long
and dark, but I am proud of turning my
life around and staying sober. My prob-
lem is how my mother treats me about
it. She keeps reminding me of all the
mistakes I made and the people I hurt
when I was still drinking.

I also struggle with manic depression
and have a hard enough time forgiving
myself for my past actions, let alone
having someone continually bring up
every single one. I try every day to be a
better person, and I’m an open book
when it comes to my life and flaws.

My mother constantly accuses me of
falling into my old habits and says I’m
lying about it, even though she’s been
given truth and proof that I’m not. My
long-term boyfriend and other family
members can vouch for me. It’s to the
point where she’s so in my head and
cruel with the things she says that I’m
spiraling back into depression, which is
taking a toll on my confidence and men-
tal health.

I have tried cutting her out of my life,
but I live with a family member she’s
close to, so she shows up at our house
and continues her belittling. I’m start-
ing to lose patience and also my sanity.
What do you do? Please help! 

Still Staying Sober 
Dear Sober: Understand that your

toxic mother may have some kind of fix-
ation on torturing you. When she shows
up, absent yourself immediately. From
your experience, you know she’s the

kind of person who drives others to
drink, so involve yourself with her as lit-
tle as humanly possible. Your sobriety
and sanity depend on it.

Dear Abby: My fiance and I are going
back and forth about setting a date for
our wedding. We have begun arguing
lately about normal relationship issues.
He calls them fights, when all I’m trying
to do is express my feelings so we get on
the same page. Then, instead of talking,
he shuts down and clams up. It makes
me crazy.

Now he’s saying he won’t set a date
until our relationship is “healthy.” He
says we fight too much; I think it’s a lack
of communication. Now I say nothing
because I’m afraid he won’t want to set a
date at all. I don’t know what to do. Set-
ting a date is important to me, but I’m
starting to wonder if it’s even worth it.
Please help. 

Destination Unknown In New Jersey 
Dear D.U.: Tell your fiance you think

he was absolutely RIGHT when he told
you he didn’t want to set a wedding date
until your relationship is “healthy.” (I
agree, by the way.) Tell him you love him
and how important you feel communi-
cation is in any relationship. Then sug-
gest the two of you seek premarital
counseling.

Premarital counseling allows cou-
ples to preempt issues that could cause
problems in a marriage, from child rear-
ing to money to sex. If your fiance’s
method of handling disagreements is to
shut down, there may be a way to cor-
rect it during some of those sessions.

DEAR ABBY | ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

Mother unable to forgive
and forget past mistakes

CELEBRITY CIPHER | LUIS CAMPOS

À La Carte
ALLBLK h Season Premiere
Season 2 of this millennial dramedy
explores who Misha (Shani Marq), Reign
(Kendall Kyndall) and Shyra (Jenna No-
len) are as friends to each other with-
out the friend who brought them to-
gether, Mahogany. Her absence serves
as a catalyst for comedy and drama
within this new friend dynamic.

Dragons: The Nine Realms
Hulu & Peacock h Season Premiere
In Season 7 of the animated series, as
the threat of Buzzsaw (voice of Haley
Joel Osment) looms over Rakke Town,
the Riders must get the Book of Drag-
ons out of his malicious hands to pro-
tect dragonkind.

Barbie: A Touch of Magic
Netflix h New Series
This animated series from Mattel and
Netflix follows Barbie “Malibu” Roberts
and Barbie “Brooklyn” Roberts as they
forge new friendships and embark on
mystical adventures at the shore, dis-
covering that magic and fantasy fill
every corner of their world – including
the discovery of Peggy, a baby Pega-
sus, who has been sent to Malibu on a
mysterious mission.

Once Upon a Crime
Netflix h Original Film
This Japanese fantasy finds Little Red
Riding Hood (Kanna Hashimoto) taking
on the role of detective when she finds

herself in the middle of an intriguing
mystery while at the royal ball with
Cinderella (Yuko Araki). Can she solve
the case before midnight strikes?

Southern Charm
Bravo, 9 p.m. h Season Premiere
In the ninth season, new relationships
are forged alongside new resentments,
but old habits die hard as these South-
ern socialites grapple with shocking
allegations that could fracture what
were thought to be unbreakable bonds.
Charmers Venita Aspen, Leva Bona-
parte, Craig Conover, Olivia Flowers,
Taylor Ann Green, Austen Kroll, Madi-
son LeCroy and Shep Rose all return.

Buddy Games
CBS, 9 p.m. h New Series
Host Josh Duhamel welcomes six teams
– each made up of four long-term
friends – who gather at a stunning lake-
side location for a nostalgic, crazy,
game-filled summer camp adventure.
Last buddy team standing gets a cash
prize, bragging rights and the coveted
Buddy Games trophy.

No Demo Reno
HGTV, 9 p.m. h Season Premiere
Jenn Todryk re-envisions a couple’s
1960s home, which suited their family
when they had one kid, but now they
have three and the space is closing in
on them. Jenn takes the house from
cramped and cluttered to open and airy
with an organic, modern design.

Josh Duhamel hosts the new series “Buddy Games.” ROBERT VOETS/CBS 

All times listed are Eastern/Pacific Time. Shows air one hour earlier in Central/
Mountain Time.
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Things to do in September

Junk in the Trunk Vintage Market

Go on a shopping spree at the Junk in
the Trunk Vintage Market. This popular
semiannual shopping experience hosts
over 160 small businesses from across
the country selling home goods, jewelry,
appliances, clothing and vintage items.

Details: Sept. 15-17. 4-9 p.m. Friday, 8
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday. WestWorld of Scottsdale, 16601
N. Pima Road, Scottsdale. junkinthe-
trunkvintagemarket.com.

Things to do in October

Vertuccio Farms Fall Festival

Get in the autumn spirit and enjoy
the Valley’s longest-running corn maze
at the Vertuccio Farms Fall Festival. The
event also includes a petting zoo, carni-
val rides, barrel train rides, pumpkin
sales, mini golf and duck races.

Details: Sept. 29-Oct. 29. 3-9 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, noon-7 p.m. Sunday.
Closed Monday. Vertuccio Farms, 4011 S.
Power Road, Mesa. $15. vertucciofarm-
s.com.

Mariachi and Folklórico Festival

Experience the rich cultural history
of Mexico through music and dance.
The annual Mariachi and Folklórico Fes-
tival hosts performances by mariachi
bands and folkloric dance groups cele-
brating the heritage and artistic expres-
sions of Mexican communities.

Details: 7-11 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7.
Chandler Center for the Arts, 250 N. Ari-
zona Ave. $48. 480-782-2680, chandle-
raz.gov.

Indigenous People’s Day Festival

Celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day at
this festival which honors the cultures,
traditions and contributions of Indige-
nous communities. There will be cultur-
al performances, art exhibitions and
food vendors.

Details: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday, Oct.
9. Margaret T. Hance Park, 67 W. Culver
St., Phoenix. Free. ipdphx.com

Phoenix Fashion Week

Calling all fashionistas: Phoenix
Fashion Week will showcase fall and

holiday 2023 collections from over 20
established and emerging designers
and accessory brands, offering couture,
ready-to-wear, resort collections and
luxury items.

Details: 5:30-11:59 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, Oct. 20-21. Chateau Luxe, 1175 E.
Lone Cactus Drive, Phoenix. $25. phoe-
nixfashionweek.com.

Arizona Jazz Festival

Bebop to the music and channel your
inner blues at the Arizona Jazz Festival.
This event is dedicated to celebrating
and showcasing jazz music and its vari-
ous subgenres. Look for feature perfor-
mances by renowned musicians and
bands like Kenny G and Trombone
Shorty & Orleans Avenue.

Details: Friday-Sunday, Oct. 20-22.
High Street, 5415 E. High St., Phoenix.
Single-day tickets from $95; weekend
packages available. 602-244-8444 az-
jazzfest.com.

Phoenix Pride

Celebrate diversity, inclusion and the
LGBTQ+ community at the annual
Phoenix Pride Festival. Vendors, drag
queens, artists, live performances and a
parade help promote awareness and
support for the community.

Details: Noon-9 p.m. Saturday-Sun-
day, Oct. 21-22. Steele Indian School
Park, 300 E. Indian School Road, Phoe-
nix. $30. 602-277-7433, phoenixpride-
.org.

Spooktacular Hot
Air Balloon Festival

Take trick-or-treating to the next lev-
el. The Spooktacular Hot Air Balloon
Festival will feature over 20 hot air bal-
loons serving as trick-or-treating sta-
tions with candy and treats, giving out
over 4,000 pounds of candy. Addition-
ally, festival-goers can enjoy tethered
balloon rides offering aerial views of the
festival.

Details:5-9 p.m. Friday-Sunday, Oct.
27-29. Salt River Fields at Talking Stick,
7555 N. Pima Road, on the Salt River Pi-
ma-Maricopa Indian Community near
Scottsdale. $17. azspooktacular.com.

Día de los Muertos Festival

Celebrate the iconic Mexican holiday
that honors deceased loved ones. The
festival will feature a variety of activ-
ities and traditions, such as colorful
ofrendas (altars), sugar skulls, marigold
flowers, music and dance perfor-
mances, face painting and arts and
crafts.

Details: 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 29.

Steele Indian School Park, 300 E. Indian
School Road, Phoenix. Free. diadelos-
muertosphx.com. 

Things to do in November

Fountain Hills Festival
of Fine Arts and Crafts

The Fountain Hills Festival of Fine
Arts and Crafts has grown from 60 art-
ists in its inaugural year in 1974 to now
featuring nearly 500 artists and craft-
speople from around the world. It’s a
great place for holiday shopping for or-
naments and artwork or getting in-
spired by looking at the many art styles.

Details:Nov. 10-12. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce,
16837 E. Palisades Blvd., Fountain Hills.
Free. fhchamber.com.

Arizona Fall Festival

The annual Arizona Fall Festival pre-
sents 200 vendors representing local
businesses, wineries, breweries, a food
court with more than 40 eateries,
games, live music and a silent auction
with more than 100 local gifts and expe-
riences up for bids. The first 300 attend-
ees will receive a free goodie bag.

Details: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 4. Margaret T. Hance Park, near
Third and Moreland streets, downtown
Phoenix. Free. localfirstaz.com.

Things to do in December

Tempe Festival of the Arts

With a history spanning over 50
years, the Tempe Festival of the Arts
features over 350 artists from around
the country and has become a point of
pride for Tempe, attracting nearly
225,000 visitors to the historic Mill Ave-
nue area for each spring and fall event,
offering a diverse range of art, music
and food.

Details: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday-Sun-
day, Dec. 1-3. Along Mill Avenue in
downtown Tempe. Free. tempefestiva-
lofthearts.com.

Phoenix Festival of the Arts

Presented by Phoenix Center for the
Arts, the Phoenix Festival of the Arts
celebrates its 11th anniversary by featur-
ing over 150 vendors, local music, food
trucks and a wide range of activities,
providing an opportunity for attendees
of all ages to connect with the local art
community.

Details: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 9-10. Margaret T. Hance
Park, 1202 N. Third St., Phoenix. Free.
phoenixfestivalofthearts.org.

Got a story you want to share? Reach
out at Tiffany.Acosta@gannett.com .
Follow @tiffsario on Instagram.

People visit the Glamazon booth, a group image of Amazon employees
celebrating Pride, during the 41st annual Phoenix Pride Festival at Steele Indian
School Park in Phoenix on Oct. 15, 2022. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/THE REPUBLIC
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Dear Abby: I’m a recovering alcohol-
ic who has been sober for more than 12
years. My road to sobriety has been long
and dark, but I am proud of turning my
life around and staying sober. My prob-
lem is how my mother treats me about
it. She keeps reminding me of all the
mistakes I made and the people I hurt
when I was still drinking.

I also struggle with manic depression
and have a hard enough time forgiving
myself for my past actions, let alone
having someone continually bring up
every single one. I try every day to be a
better person, and I’m an open book
when it comes to my life and flaws.

My mother constantly accuses me of
falling into my old habits and says I’m
lying about it, even though she’s been
given truth and proof that I’m not. My
long-term boyfriend and other family
members can vouch for me. It’s to the
point where she’s so in my head and
cruel with the things she says that I’m
spiraling back into depression, which is
taking a toll on my confidence and men-
tal health.

I have tried cutting her out of my life,
but I live with a family member she’s
close to, so she shows up at our house
and continues her belittling. I’m start-
ing to lose patience and also my sanity.
What do you do? Please help! 

Still Staying Sober 
Dear Sober: Understand that your

toxic mother may have some kind of fix-
ation on torturing you. When she shows
up, absent yourself immediately. From
your experience, you know she’s the

kind of person who drives others to
drink, so involve yourself with her as lit-
tle as humanly possible. Your sobriety
and sanity depend on it.

Dear Abby: My fiance and I are going
back and forth about setting a date for
our wedding. We have begun arguing
lately about normal relationship issues.
He calls them fights, when all I’m trying
to do is express my feelings so we get on
the same page. Then, instead of talking,
he shuts down and clams up. It makes
me crazy.

Now he’s saying he won’t set a date
until our relationship is “healthy.” He
says we fight too much; I think it’s a lack
of communication. Now I say nothing
because I’m afraid he won’t want to set a
date at all. I don’t know what to do. Set-
ting a date is important to me, but I’m
starting to wonder if it’s even worth it.
Please help. 

Destination Unknown In New Jersey 
Dear D.U.: Tell your fiance you think

he was absolutely RIGHT when he told
you he didn’t want to set a wedding date
until your relationship is “healthy.” (I
agree, by the way.) Tell him you love him
and how important you feel communi-
cation is in any relationship. Then sug-
gest the two of you seek premarital
counseling.

Premarital counseling allows cou-
ples to preempt issues that could cause
problems in a marriage, from child rear-
ing to money to sex. If your fiance’s
method of handling disagreements is to
shut down, there may be a way to cor-
rect it during some of those sessions.

DEAR ABBY | ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

Mother unable to forgive
and forget past mistakes

CELEBRITY CIPHER | LUIS CAMPOS

À La Carte
ALLBLK h Season Premiere
Season 2 of this millennial dramedy
explores who Misha (Shani Marq), Reign
(Kendall Kyndall) and Shyra (Jenna No-
len) are as friends to each other with-
out the friend who brought them to-
gether, Mahogany. Her absence serves
as a catalyst for comedy and drama
within this new friend dynamic.

Dragons: The Nine Realms
Hulu & Peacock h Season Premiere
In Season 7 of the animated series, as
the threat of Buzzsaw (voice of Haley
Joel Osment) looms over Rakke Town,
the Riders must get the Book of Drag-
ons out of his malicious hands to pro-
tect dragonkind.

Barbie: A Touch of Magic
Netflix h New Series
This animated series from Mattel and
Netflix follows Barbie “Malibu” Roberts
and Barbie “Brooklyn” Roberts as they
forge new friendships and embark on
mystical adventures at the shore, dis-
covering that magic and fantasy fill
every corner of their world – including
the discovery of Peggy, a baby Pega-
sus, who has been sent to Malibu on a
mysterious mission.

Once Upon a Crime
Netflix h Original Film
This Japanese fantasy finds Little Red
Riding Hood (Kanna Hashimoto) taking
on the role of detective when she finds

herself in the middle of an intriguing
mystery while at the royal ball with
Cinderella (Yuko Araki). Can she solve
the case before midnight strikes?

Southern Charm
Bravo, 9 p.m. h Season Premiere
In the ninth season, new relationships
are forged alongside new resentments,
but old habits die hard as these South-
ern socialites grapple with shocking
allegations that could fracture what
were thought to be unbreakable bonds.
Charmers Venita Aspen, Leva Bona-
parte, Craig Conover, Olivia Flowers,
Taylor Ann Green, Austen Kroll, Madi-
son LeCroy and Shep Rose all return.

Buddy Games
CBS, 9 p.m. h New Series
Host Josh Duhamel welcomes six teams
– each made up of four long-term
friends – who gather at a stunning lake-
side location for a nostalgic, crazy,
game-filled summer camp adventure.
Last buddy team standing gets a cash
prize, bragging rights and the coveted
Buddy Games trophy.

No Demo Reno
HGTV, 9 p.m. h Season Premiere
Jenn Todryk re-envisions a couple’s
1960s home, which suited their family
when they had one kid, but now they
have three and the space is closing in
on them. Jenn takes the house from
cramped and cluttered to open and airy
with an organic, modern design.

Josh Duhamel hosts the new series “Buddy Games.” ROBERT VOETS/CBS 

All times listed are Eastern/Pacific Time. Shows air one hour earlier in Central/
Mountain Time.
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Things to do in September

Junk in the Trunk Vintage Market

Go on a shopping spree at the Junk in
the Trunk Vintage Market. This popular
semiannual shopping experience hosts
over 160 small businesses from across
the country selling home goods, jewelry,
appliances, clothing and vintage items.

Details: Sept. 15-17. 4-9 p.m. Friday, 8
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday. WestWorld of Scottsdale, 16601
N. Pima Road, Scottsdale. junkinthe-
trunkvintagemarket.com.

Things to do in October

Vertuccio Farms Fall Festival

Get in the autumn spirit and enjoy
the Valley’s longest-running corn maze
at the Vertuccio Farms Fall Festival. The
event also includes a petting zoo, carni-
val rides, barrel train rides, pumpkin
sales, mini golf and duck races.

Details: Sept. 29-Oct. 29. 3-9 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, noon-7 p.m. Sunday.
Closed Monday. Vertuccio Farms, 4011 S.
Power Road, Mesa. $15. vertucciofarm-
s.com.

Mariachi and Folklórico Festival

Experience the rich cultural history
of Mexico through music and dance.
The annual Mariachi and Folklórico Fes-
tival hosts performances by mariachi
bands and folkloric dance groups cele-
brating the heritage and artistic expres-
sions of Mexican communities.

Details: 7-11 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7.
Chandler Center for the Arts, 250 N. Ari-
zona Ave. $48. 480-782-2680, chandle-
raz.gov.

Indigenous People’s Day Festival

Celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day at
this festival which honors the cultures,
traditions and contributions of Indige-
nous communities. There will be cultur-
al performances, art exhibitions and
food vendors.

Details: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday, Oct.
9. Margaret T. Hance Park, 67 W. Culver
St., Phoenix. Free. ipdphx.com

Phoenix Fashion Week

Calling all fashionistas: Phoenix
Fashion Week will showcase fall and

holiday 2023 collections from over 20
established and emerging designers
and accessory brands, offering couture,
ready-to-wear, resort collections and
luxury items.

Details: 5:30-11:59 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, Oct. 20-21. Chateau Luxe, 1175 E.
Lone Cactus Drive, Phoenix. $25. phoe-
nixfashionweek.com.

Arizona Jazz Festival

Bebop to the music and channel your
inner blues at the Arizona Jazz Festival.
This event is dedicated to celebrating
and showcasing jazz music and its vari-
ous subgenres. Look for feature perfor-
mances by renowned musicians and
bands like Kenny G and Trombone
Shorty & Orleans Avenue.

Details: Friday-Sunday, Oct. 20-22.
High Street, 5415 E. High St., Phoenix.
Single-day tickets from $95; weekend
packages available. 602-244-8444 az-
jazzfest.com.

Phoenix Pride

Celebrate diversity, inclusion and the
LGBTQ+ community at the annual
Phoenix Pride Festival. Vendors, drag
queens, artists, live performances and a
parade help promote awareness and
support for the community.

Details: Noon-9 p.m. Saturday-Sun-
day, Oct. 21-22. Steele Indian School
Park, 300 E. Indian School Road, Phoe-
nix. $30. 602-277-7433, phoenixpride-
.org.

Spooktacular Hot
Air Balloon Festival

Take trick-or-treating to the next lev-
el. The Spooktacular Hot Air Balloon
Festival will feature over 20 hot air bal-
loons serving as trick-or-treating sta-
tions with candy and treats, giving out
over 4,000 pounds of candy. Addition-
ally, festival-goers can enjoy tethered
balloon rides offering aerial views of the
festival.

Details:5-9 p.m. Friday-Sunday, Oct.
27-29. Salt River Fields at Talking Stick,
7555 N. Pima Road, on the Salt River Pi-
ma-Maricopa Indian Community near
Scottsdale. $17. azspooktacular.com.

Día de los Muertos Festival

Celebrate the iconic Mexican holiday
that honors deceased loved ones. The
festival will feature a variety of activ-
ities and traditions, such as colorful
ofrendas (altars), sugar skulls, marigold
flowers, music and dance perfor-
mances, face painting and arts and
crafts.

Details: 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 29.

Steele Indian School Park, 300 E. Indian
School Road, Phoenix. Free. diadelos-
muertosphx.com. 

Things to do in November

Fountain Hills Festival
of Fine Arts and Crafts

The Fountain Hills Festival of Fine
Arts and Crafts has grown from 60 art-
ists in its inaugural year in 1974 to now
featuring nearly 500 artists and craft-
speople from around the world. It’s a
great place for holiday shopping for or-
naments and artwork or getting in-
spired by looking at the many art styles.

Details:Nov. 10-12. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.
Fountain Hills Chamber of Commerce,
16837 E. Palisades Blvd., Fountain Hills.
Free. fhchamber.com.

Arizona Fall Festival

The annual Arizona Fall Festival pre-
sents 200 vendors representing local
businesses, wineries, breweries, a food
court with more than 40 eateries,
games, live music and a silent auction
with more than 100 local gifts and expe-
riences up for bids. The first 300 attend-
ees will receive a free goodie bag.

Details: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 4. Margaret T. Hance Park, near
Third and Moreland streets, downtown
Phoenix. Free. localfirstaz.com.

Things to do in December

Tempe Festival of the Arts

With a history spanning over 50
years, the Tempe Festival of the Arts
features over 350 artists from around
the country and has become a point of
pride for Tempe, attracting nearly
225,000 visitors to the historic Mill Ave-
nue area for each spring and fall event,
offering a diverse range of art, music
and food.

Details: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday-Sun-
day, Dec. 1-3. Along Mill Avenue in
downtown Tempe. Free. tempefestiva-
lofthearts.com.

Phoenix Festival of the Arts

Presented by Phoenix Center for the
Arts, the Phoenix Festival of the Arts
celebrates its 11th anniversary by featur-
ing over 150 vendors, local music, food
trucks and a wide range of activities,
providing an opportunity for attendees
of all ages to connect with the local art
community.

Details: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday-
Sunday, Dec. 9-10. Margaret T. Hance
Park, 1202 N. Third St., Phoenix. Free.
phoenixfestivalofthearts.org.

Got a story you want to share? Reach
out at Tiffany.Acosta@gannett.com .
Follow @tiffsario on Instagram.

People visit the Glamazon booth, a group image of Amazon employees
celebrating Pride, during the 41st annual Phoenix Pride Festival at Steele Indian
School Park in Phoenix on Oct. 15, 2022. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/THE REPUBLIC
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