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2023	PHOENIX	PRIDE	FESTIVAL	&	PARADE:	THE	HEAT	WAS	ON	

	 If	 the	 2022	 Phoenix	 Pride	 Festival	will	 be	 remembered	 for	 the	 rain,	 the	 2023	 Phoenix	 Pride	
Festival	and	Parade	will	be	remembered	for	the	heat.	
	 Don’t	get	me	wrong;	Sure,	the	mercury	was	high,	with	temperatures	throughout	the	weekend	
pushing	triple	digits.	But	I’m	not	talking	about	the	weather;	I’m	talking	about	the	climate.	
	 And	I	don’t	mean	the	geographic	variety.	I	mean	the	climate	inside	and	outside	of	this	year’s	
festivities.	
	 Inside	 the	 confines	of	 Steele	 Indian	School	Park,	 the	heat	was	everywhere:	 Sizzling	on	 stage	
with	 spicy	 turns	 from	 the	 likes	 of	 Paulina	 Rubio	 and	Ashanti.	 Sizzling	 on	 the	 dance	 floor,	 packed	 as	
always	with	the	heart	of	the	party.	Sizzling	even	in	the	air	conditioned	confines	of	the	VIP	Experience,	
where	the	exclusive	entertainment	was	electric.	
	 And	the	climate	outside	of	the	festival	remained	heated,	as	well.	The	continued	raging	assault	
against	 the	 LGBTQ+	 community	 from	policymakers	 in	 Arizona	 and	Washington,	 D.C.,	 combined	with	
threats	—	 and	 acts	—	 of	 vandalism	 and	 violence	 against	 the	 community	 led	 to	 increased	 vigilance	
around	this	year’s	events.	But	we	did	not	allow	that	to	disrupt	the	celebration.	
	 Instead,	we	answered	back	with	some	heat	of	our	own,	lighting	up	the	stage	with	our	state’s	
most	 distinguished	 leaders.	We	were	 joined	 by	 Phoenix	Mayor	 Kate	Gallego	 proclaiming	 it	 officially	
Pride	Weekend	in	the	City	of	Phoenix.	We	were	treated	to	Arizona	Secretary	of	State	Adrian	Fortes	who	
presented	 Mayor	 Gallego	 with	 a	 cake	 and	 led	 the	 crowd	 in	 the	 appropriate	 singing,	 to	 mark	 the	
mayor’s	 birthday	 the	day	before.	And	 in	 a	moment	 that	made	history	 (you	will	 read	about	 it	 in	 the	
following	pages),	 for	 the	 first	 time	ever,	we	welcomed	 a	 sitting	Governor	 of	Arizona	 to	 the	 Phoenix	
Pride	 Festival,	 as	 Gov.	 Katie	 Hobbs	 returned	 to	 her	 Phoenix	 Pride	 home	 to	 address	 attendees	 and	
continue	her	commitment	to	stand	with	the	LGBTQ+	community	unequivocally.	
	 Then,	on	Sunday	morning,	we	took	to	the	streets,	and	filled	a	mile	of	Phoenix	roadway	with	
thousands	of	marchers	in	one	of	the	largest	Phoenix	Pride	Parades	ever,	viewed	by	more	than	10,000	
spectators	along	the	roadside.	It	was	a	spectacle.	It	was	a	moment.	It	was	a	statement.	
	 Throughout	 the	weekend	—	as	well	 as	 before	 and	 after	—	 the	Phoenix	market	media	were	
ever	present,	telling	the	story	of	how	the	festival	and	parade	come	together,	but	more	important,	the	
people	 behind	 it,	 from	 spotlighting	 Phoenix	 Pride	 volunteers,	 to	 highlighting	 the	 Phoenix	 Pride	
Scholarship	Program,	to	taking	a	deeper	 look	at	the	culture	and	commerce	of	Drag	 in	the	Valley,	 the	
coverage	of	this	year’s	events	was	wide	and	deep,	and	I	could	not	be	prouder	of	what	was	achieved	
with	this	year’s	media	earned	media	campaign.	
	 The	 following	 pages	 include	 just	 a	 small	 glimpse	 into	 the	 coverage	we	 received	 around	 and	
during	the	2023	Phoenix	Pride	weekend.	But	they	reflect	the	stories	of	our	incredible	community	and	
the	diverse	and	talented	individuals	in	it.	
	 It	remains	an	honor	and	a	great	pleasure	to	help	tell	that	story.	

Respectfully,	

Jeremy	M.	Helfgot
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Oct 12, 2023 
 
LOCALITE: The insiders’ guide to Phoenix Pride 2023 
 
h"ps://localite.cortland.com/phoenix/entertainment/phoenix-pride-guide-
2023/ 
 

 

 

 
Oct 16, 2023 
 
ARIZONA HORIZON: Phoenix Pride Fes@val This Weekend 
 
h"ps://azpbs.org/horizon/2023/10/celebra7ng-phoenix-pride/ 
 

 

 

 
Oct 16, 2023 
 
KJZZ-FM (NPR): Phoenix Pride fes@val is this weekend. 
Here's where and how to celebrate 
 
h"ps://kjzz.org/content/1860328/phoenix-pride-fes=val-weekend-heres-where-and-how-celebrate 

 

 

 

 
Oct 17, 2023 
 
CH. 15 NEWS (ABC): Valley drag queens talk ar@stry, 
acceptance and a[acks (Parts I & II) 
 
h"ps://www.abc15.com/news/local-news/valley-drag-queens-talk-ar=stry-acceptance 
 

 

 

 
Oct 17, 2023 
 
CH. 12 NEWS (NBC): Your guide to Phoenix PRIDE fes@val 
and parade Oct. 21-22 
 
h"ps://www.12news.com/ar2cle/entertainment/events/phoenix-pride-events/75-42b05bd9-87af-42bb-bab1-7f1db9081391 
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Oct 19, 2023 
 
ARIZONA REPUBLIC: Things To Do - Phoenix Pride Parade: 
Your Guide to the Route and Best Viewing Spots 
 
[Appendix, page 2] 
 

 

 

 
Oct 19, 2023 
 
PHOENIX NEW TIMES: ‘United Against Hate’ – Everything 
You Need to Know About the Phoenix Pride Fes@val 
 
[Appendix, page 4] 
 

 

 

 
Oct 19, 2023 
 
CH. 15 NEWS (ABC): Phoenix Pride Fes@val kicks off 
Saturday afer four decades in the Valley 
 
h"ps://www.abc15.com/entertainment/events/phoenix-pride-fes:val-kicks-off-saturday-a@er-four-decades-in-the-
valley 

 

 

 

 
 
Oct 19, 2023 
 
CH. 15 NEWS (ABC): Phoenix Pride scholarship program 
helps Valley students further their educa@on 
 
h"ps://www.abc15.com/news/local-news/phoenix-pride-scholarship-program-helps-valley-students-further-their-educa2on 

 

 

 

 
Oct 21, 2023 
 
TELEMUNDO AZ NOTICIAS: Miles de personas celebran el 
primer día del fes@val del orgullo en Phoenix [LIVE] 
 
h"ps://www.telemundoarizona.com/no2cias/local/miles-de-personas-celebran-el-primer-dia-del-fes2val-del-orgullo-en-phoenix/2354766/ 
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WASHINGTON – The future of Rep.
Jim Jordan’s bid to become speaker of
the U.S. House clouded further Wednes-
day after the Ohio Republican lost

ground in the second round of voting.
In the House’s 15th day without a

speaker, there was still no resolution in
sight as the lower chamber remained
unable to bridge the deep divisions
cracking the House Republican confer-
ence.

Jordan drew 199 votes compared to
the 200 votes he earned Tuesday. And
four House Republicans who supported
Jordan in the first round flipped and vot-
ed for an alternative candidate in a mas-
sive setback for his speaker bid: Reps.
Vern Buchanan, R-Fla.; Mike Kelly, R-

Pa.; Mariannette Miller-Meeks, R-Iowa;
and Pete Stauber, R-Minn.

Any Republican needs the near-
unanimous support of the party’s law-
makers to become speaker.

The Democrats again stood behind
their choice, House Minority Leader 

Jordan loses 2nd round of voting for speaker
Ken Tran, Rachel Looker,
Phillip M. Bailey, Sudiksha Kochi,
Marina Pitofsky and Candy Woodall 
USA TODAY

See SPEAKER, Page 6A

Inside: Arizona’s House GOP sticks with Jordan in 2nd unsuccessful round. 6A

HARRIS MAKES STOP AT NAU 3A

Vice President Kamala Harris arrives in Flagstaff as
part of her college tour. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/THE REPUBLIC

Find out everything you need to know for the 2023
Phoenix Pride Parade, including admission infor-
mation, parade route and when the fun starts. 1C

Guide to the Pride Parade

Now that he’s been designated to return to practice
for the Arizona Cardinals, quarterback Kyler Murray
is inching closer to returning to the starting lineup
after suffering a torn ACL on Dec. 12 against the New
England Patriots. 1B

Murray close to returning
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warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower while
seated or standing. Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive
Shower Package!
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9 Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and

pivots to offer a seated shower option
9 Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and MicroSoothe®

Advanced Air Therapy System
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warranty on the entire tub
9 Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low,

affordable price
Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t a better,
more affordable walk-in tub!

Call today and receive
exclusive savings of

CallToll-Free
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602-607-3445
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$1600 OFF
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TEL AVIV, Israel – President Joe Bi-
den will address the nation in prime
time today “to discuss our response to
Hamas’ terrorist attacks against Israel
and Russia’s ongoing brutal war against
Ukraine,” the White House announced
Monday.

The speech will take place at 5 p.m.

Arizona time from the Oval Office, ac-
cording to The Associated Press.

“He will talk about the progress we
have made as a nation to protect our de-
mocracy, but how our rights and free-
doms are still under attack,” the White
House said. “And he will make clear who
is fighting for those rights, fighting for
those freedoms, and fighting for our de-
mocracy.”

The address comes in the wake of Bi-
den’s trip to Tel Aviv, where he pledged

his support for Israel and met with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
following the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.

Pledging unwavering support, Biden
assured Israel on Wednesday that the
United States would stand by the Jew-
ish state and provide whatever it needs
to defend itself in its war with Hamas.

“Israel must be a safe place again for
the Jewish people,” he said.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu participate in an expanded bilateral meeting with
Israeli and U.S. government officials on Wednesday in Tel Aviv, Israel. EVAN VUCCI/AP

Biden: Israel
has US support

President to give prime-time address about fighting in Middle East 

Kim Hjelmgaard, Michael Collins
and Maureen Groppe
USA TODAY

See BIDEN, Page 6A

Another health care provider, its
two owners and its biller were indicted
and accused of fraudulently billing Ar-
izona’s state Medicaid agency.

The Arizona Attorney General’s Of-
fice announced in a news release on
Wednesday that 30-year-old Shawn-
jerria Lucas, an unnamed 50-year-old
who has not yet been served, and 40-
year-old Lavita Verser were each
charged with 19 felony fraud-related
counts. 

According to the news release, Lu-
cas and the unnamed defendant were
accused of owning and operating A
Better You Wellness Center LLC locat-
ed off Cactus Road and Interstate 17, a
service provider for the Arizona Health
Care Cost Containment System. The
state indicted the company on Oct. 2.
The news release stated the two had
employed Verser as the facility’s biller.

The new charges bring the number
of indictments related to AHCCCS
fraud since 2021 up to over 40. Nine of
those cases have been dismissed —
some with prejudice and some with-
out. Only one person has been sen-
tenced.

Government records revealed, ac-
cording to the news release, that the
health care facility billed AHCCCS and
the American Indian Health Program
for more than $115 million in behavioral
health services between December
2021 and February 2023.

It is alleged that a portion of those
bills for services was fraudulent in na-
ture, the news release stated.

According to recorded documents
in Maricopa County, Verser received
an asset forfeiture notice in July for 

AG: New
charges in
AHCCCS
fraud case
$1.5M home, 8 cars
seized from suspect
Elena Santa Cruz
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FRAUD, Page 10A
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Arizona Republic | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2023 | 1C

THINGS TO DO

It’s almost time to celebrate the LGBTQ+
community in metro Phoenix with the annual
Pride parade and festival. In addition to the
lively procession in the street, there will be a
two-day Pride festival with live entertainment
and vendors selling a variety of food and mer-
chandise.

Pride Month takes place every June, but the
Phoenix Pride festival and parade are celebrat-
ed in October so the community is able to avoid
the intense summer temperatures. 

The Phoenix Pride Parade celebrates the
LGBTQ+ community and the progress made in
Arizona over the last four decades. It will show-
case floats, marchers, vehicles, artists and per-
formance elements. 

What day is the Phoenix Pride parade? 

The Phoenix Pride parade will take place on
Sunday, Oct. 22. 

In years past, the parade has brought more
than 2,000 individual participants with deco-
rated vehicles and colorful floats and thou-
sands of walkers. 

PHOENIX
PRIDE PARADE
YOUR GUIDE TO THE ROUTE AND BEST VIEWING SPOTS

Meredith G. White
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Queer Center walks in the Phoenix Pride Parade, waving an oversized rainbow “vote” flag
on Oct. 16, 2022. At top, people crowd the barricades as they watch the Phoenix Pride Parade
travel down Third Street toward Steele Indian School Park. PHOTOS BY MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLICSee PARADE, Page 6C

Arizonans — and visitors to the state
— love to travel to Las Vegas for the
gambling, nightlife, concerts and the
latest attraction, The Sphere immersive
experience at Venetian.

Interest in visiting Las Vegas is
poised to increase with special events
on the horizon including the Las Vegas
Grand Prix in November and the Super
Bowl 2024 in February, both firsts for
the city.

From Phoenix, it’s possible to get to
Las Vegas by car, plane and bus. Each
option has its advantages and disad-
vantages, and what you choose comes
down to your preferences for comfort,
convenience and what you’re willing to
pay. Here’s a comparison.

Driving from Phoenix to Las Vegas

It’s a little more than 300 miles to
drive from the Phoenix city center to the
Las Vegas Strip, about five hours with-

KIRBY LEE/USA TODAY

Phoenix to Vegas: Should
you drive, fly or ride a bus?
Michael Salerno
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See VEGAS, Page 2C
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two-day Pride festival with live entertainment
and vendors selling a variety of food and mer-
chandise.

Pride Month takes place every June, but the
Phoenix Pride festival and parade are celebrat-
ed in October so the community is able to avoid
the intense summer temperatures. 

The Phoenix Pride Parade celebrates the
LGBTQ+ community and the progress made in
Arizona over the last four decades. It will show-
case floats, marchers, vehicles, artists and per-
formance elements. 

What day is the Phoenix Pride parade? 

The Phoenix Pride parade will take place on
Sunday, Oct. 22. 
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on Oct. 16, 2022. At top, people crowd the barricades as they watch the Phoenix Pride Parade
travel down Third Street toward Steele Indian School Park. PHOTOS BY MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLICSee PARADE, Page 6C

Arizonans — and visitors to the state
— love to travel to Las Vegas for the
gambling, nightlife, concerts and the
latest attraction, The Sphere immersive
experience at Venetian.

Interest in visiting Las Vegas is
poised to increase with special events
on the horizon including the Las Vegas
Grand Prix in November and the Super
Bowl 2024 in February, both firsts for
the city.

From Phoenix, it’s possible to get to
Las Vegas by car, plane and bus. Each
option has its advantages and disad-
vantages, and what you choose comes
down to your preferences for comfort,
convenience and what you’re willing to
pay. Here’s a comparison.

Driving from Phoenix to Las Vegas

It’s a little more than 300 miles to
drive from the Phoenix city center to the
Las Vegas Strip, about five hours with-
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Phoenix to Vegas: Should
you drive, fly or ride a bus?
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Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See VEGAS, Page 2C
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Oct 21, 2023 
 
CH. 10 NEWS (FOX): 2-day Pride fest kicks off in Phoenix 
 
h;ps://www.fox10phoenix.com/video/1299503 
 

 

 

 
Oct 22, 2023 
 
CH. 12 NEWS (NBC): Thousands a[end annual Phoenix 
Pride Parade 
 
h"ps://www.12news.com/ar2cle/news/local/valley/thousands-a"end-annual-phoenix-pride-parade-2023/75-b8306529-735b-40ec-9a94-65711700e1a9 

 

 

 

 
Oct 22, 2023 
 
ARIZONA’S FAMILY CH. 3 TV NEWS: Phoenix pride has 
deeper meaning this year for drag queens 
 
h"ps://www.azfamily.com/2023/10/22/phoenix-pride-has-deeper-meaning-this-year-drag-queens/ 
 

 

 

 
Oct 22, 2023 
 
AZCENTRAL.COM GALLERY: Phoenix Pride Parade 2023: 
Joyful celebra@on of community and love 
 
h"ps://www.azcentral.com/picture-gallery/entertainment/events/2023/10/22/phoenix-pride-parade-2023-photos/71232854007/ 
 

 

 

 
Oct 22, 2023 
 
AZCENTRAL.COM GALLERY: Phoenix Pride Fes@val 2023: 
Love and laughter at Steele Indian School Park 
 
h"ps://www.azcentral.com/picture-gallery/entertainment/events/2023/10/22/phoenix-pride-fes2val-2023-photos/71234763007/ 
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Oct 22, 2023 
 
KTAR-FM NEWS: Phoenix Pride Fes@val wraps up afer 
great acts from performers, community 
 
h"ps://ktar.com/story/5545337/phoenix-pride-fes:val-wraps-up-a@er-great-acts-from-performers-community/ 
 

 

 

 
Oct 24, 2023 
 
ARIZONA REPUBLIC: Valley & State – Phoenix Pride Helps 
Community Connect 
 
[Appendix, page 8] 
 

 

 

 
Oct 25, 2023 
 
CH. 15 NEWS (ABC): Bou@que owner looks to make 
weddings more inclusive 
 
h"ps://www.abc15.com/news/local-news/bou=que-owner-looks-to-make-weddings-more-inclusive 
 

 

 

 
Nov 1, 2023 
 
PHOENIX NEW TIMES: Photos - Phoenix Pride served 
LGBTQ+ fabulousness all weekend long 
 
[Appendix, page 10] 
 

 

 

 
Nov 2, 2023 
 
PHOENIX NEW TIMES: ‘Loud and Clear’ – Gov. Ka@e Hobbs 
becomes first Arizona governor to speak at Phoenix Pride  
 
[Appendix, page 21] 
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PHILADELPHIA – The Diamondbacks
have a chance to make hisss-tory with one
more win.

An Arizona team that slithered into the
playoffs on a losing streak with a budget so
low it should play on the independent circuit
has fought its way to the brink of the World
Series after beating the Phillies 5-1 on Mon-
day night in Game 6 of their best-of-seven
National League Championship Series.

It’s impossible to overstate what the Dia-
mondbacks were up against, but if you
thought the Diamondbacks were going to
play like Poor Richards in the shadows of the
Benjamin Franklin Bridge, then you haven’t
been following this group of never-say-nev-
er overachievers. 

“We have that all-in mentality,” manager
Torey Lovullo said Monday. “We didn’t come
cross-country to get our a---s kicked. We
came here to play our best baseball game.”

That’s exactly what happened, starting
with Tommy Pham and Lourdes Gurriel Jr.
finding the keys to discover electricity with
back-to-back home runs that soared like
kites in the second inning.

NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES, GAME 6
DIAMONDBACKS 5, PHILLIES 1 (SERIES TIED AT 3)

Diamondbacks designated hitter Tommy Pham, left photo, and left fielder Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit
back-to-back solo home runs during the second inning against the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS at
Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia on Monday. PHOTOS BY ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC

BACK-TO-BATS
PUSH A FINALE

Diamondbacks force Game 7 against Phillies

Ray Johnson, of Mesa, celebrates the Diamondbacks’ 5-1
win over the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS; Tuesday’s
deciding Game 7 will also be in Philadelphia. 

Inside
h D-Backs one win away from going to World Series. 1B

h Did Harper stare down Booker, Durant after Game 5
home run? 4B

Greg Moore
Columnist

Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

“What we’re doing right now is every
little kid’s dream.” 
Merrill Kelly
Diamondbacks pitcher

See MOORE, Page 6A

Parade caps off Phoenix Pride 
Estimated 3,000 particpate in parade, while tens of
thousands attend weekend festival at Steele-Indian
School Park. 3A

Hamas released two more hostages
on Monday as the U.S. continues to in-
sist that Israel delay its ground inva-
sion of Gaza, hoping continued negoti-
ations could free dozens of dual-citi-
zenship captives, according to Amer-
ican and Israeli officials.

More than 1,400 people in Israel
have been killed – mostly civilians
slain during the initial Hamas attack
on Oct. 7. More than 5,000 Palestin-
ians, including some 2,000 minors
and around 1,100 women, have been
killed, the Hamas-run Health Ministry
said Monday. At least 222 people were
captured by Hamas and dragged back
to Gaza, including foreigners, the mil-
itary said Monday, updating a previ-
ous figure.

The freed hostages, 85-year-old 
Yocheved Lifshitz and 79-year-old Nu-
rit Cooper, were taken out of Gaza at
the Rafah crossing into Egypt, where
they were put into ambulances, ac-
cording to footage shown on Egyptian
TV. The two women, along with their
husbands, were snatched from their
homes in the kibbutz of Nir Oz near the
Gaza border during Hamas’ initial in-
cursion. Their husbands were not re-
leased.

A U.S. official familiar with the Bi-
den administration’s position told The
Associated Press it was unclear how 

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Hamas
frees two
additional
hostages
US urges delay of likely
Gaza ground offensive
John Bacon and Jorge L. Ortiz
USA TODAY

Inside
Pro-Palestinian rally held in Tempe. 3A

See HOSTAGES, Page 6A

A black ski mask conceals the man’s
face.

The anonymous YouTube channel
host almost always sports a black
baseball cap embellished with the
channel’s logo above his mask. The hat
depicts a stylized orange and red em-
blem of a desert vista with the words
“aventuras por el desierto,” meaning
adventures through the desert.

The channel had nearly 9,000 sub-
scribers and a catalog of 180 videos
that offered advice, stories and tips on
the process of crossing the Arizona-
Mexico border.

Videos walked viewers through
how much they would have to pay in
smuggling fees and advice on how to 

Misinformation
about US-Mexico
border spreading
on social media
José Ignacio Castañeda Perez
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MISINFORMATION, Page 6A

EJ Montini
Columnist

Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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VALLEY&STATE

For Christine Snyder, Phoenix Pride’s
annual festival is about community and
coming together as a family.

Sunday’s celebration began at 10 a.m.
with a parade starting on Third Street
and Thomas Road, making its way north
to Steele-Indian School Park, where the
festival opened at noon.

Before the festival began, Snyder
stood in front of a group protesting the
parade near the park entrance on Third
Street and Indian School Road, shouting
her own beliefs and welcoming other
paradegoers.

Snyder moved to Phoenix two years
ago from Chicago and wanted to remain
involved in the LGBTQ community to
support her family and everyone out at
the event.

“Pride is very big there [in Chicago]
and I wanted to be a part of it in Phoenix.
Here it seems to have more of a family

kind of atmosphere … it feels more in-
timate and I’m proud to be celebrating
with likeminded people that accept ev-
eryone,” Snyder said.

While it might feel more intimate, the

parade had around 3,000 participants
with hundreds of entrance floats and
vehicles, according to Jeremy Helfgot, 

The 2023 Phoenix Pride Parade takes place on Third Street in downtown Phoenix on Sunday morning.
MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLIC

Phoenix Pride helps
community connect
Welcoming atmosphere
at parade, 2-day festival 

Ricardo Camacho at the Phoenix Pride Festival at Steele-Indian School Park on
Sunday. NICOLE MULLEN/THE REPUBLIC

See PRIDE, Page 10A
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Ethics can be difficult.
Except when they’re not.
Except they will be.
Because this is Arizona.
For example, soon to come before

the Arizona Supreme Court is a case
that could revive an 1864, pre-
statehood abortion ban that mandates
as much as a five-year prison term for
providers.

Among the seven members of the
court who will decide that case is Bill
Montgomery, a hyperpolitical, hyper-
partisan, virulent anti-abortion for-
mer prosecutor appointed by former
Gov. Doug Ducey.

The Arizona Mirror and The 19th (a
nonprofit, independent news opera-
tion out of Austin, Texas) noted in an
article that Montgomery said in the
past that Planned Parenthood (whose
lawyers are arguing against reinstat-
ing the 1864 law) “is responsible for the
greatest genocide known to man.”

Now for the ethics part. And please,
try not to laugh out loud when you read
the next sentence.

Arizona has an official “Code of Ju-
dicial Conduct.”

(I can hear you.)
Anyway, Rule 2.11 of that code, un-

der “Disqualification,” reads in part, “A
judge shall disqualify himself or her-
self in any proceeding in which the
judge’s impartiality might reasonably
be questioned.”

Montgomery didn’t only make the
“genocide” comment. He was never
shy about his feelings.

At a protest in front of Planned Par-
enthood’s offices a few years back, he
said, “Today’s protest calls for several
specific goals. We call for Congress to
end federal funding for Planned Par-
enthood. There is no reason to fund
this charade of women’s health care
any longer. The profit-driven atrocities
must end and America must not fund
them anymore.”

Seems pretty clear that Montgom-
ery’s “impartiality might reasonably
be questioned.” And that he should
disqualify himself.

Except, perhaps, in Arizona.
This isn’t new. Former Gov. Ducey

first increased the number of judges on
the Supreme Court from five to seven
(when no one said it was needed), then
stacked the court with partisans like
Montgomery.

The first time Montgomery came up
for consideration, Chief Justice Scott
Bales told Montgomery, “One broad
statement is that you have very
strongly held beliefs that have been
expressed in different settings, which
give people concerns about your abil-
ity as a judge to be fair.”

When the former prosecutor didn’t
make the cut that time around, Ducey
rigged the supposedly neutral system
for selecting judicial candidates to
pick the judges he wanted, like Mont-
gomery.

When Montgomery was under con-

See MONTINI, Page 10A

Anti-abortion
state judge
shouldn’t take
part in case

Arizona Rally for Palestine invited
the community to their rally and march
“All Out for Palestine” on Saturday
morning on Arizona State University’s
main campus in Tempe. 

“From the river to the sea, Palestine

will be free” was echoed from the crowd
as they marched over the bridge on Uni-
versity Drive receiving honks of support
from cars passing by.

The event was an effort to spread
awareness about the suffering in Pales-
tine, and drew in people from all ethnic-
ities and faiths including native Pales-
tinians, such as May Ratsi. Ratsi has
been living in America since 1981 and

said her attendance at the rally was an
effort to fight against the atrocities
happening in her homeland.

“I feel sad. I feel frustrated at the
world for being unfair and unjust to the
Palestinian people. I am frustrated at
our government for giving billions of
dollars and weapons to bomb the 

Demonstrators rally, march in support
of Palestinians at ASU’s Tempe campus
Kayla Jackson
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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PHILADELPHIA – The Diamondbacks
have a chance to make hisss-tory with one
more win.

An Arizona team that slithered into the
playoffs on a losing streak with a budget so
low it should play on the independent circuit
has fought its way to the brink of the World
Series after beating the Phillies 5-1 on Mon-
day night in Game 6 of their best-of-seven
National League Championship Series.

It’s impossible to overstate what the Dia-
mondbacks were up against, but if you
thought the Diamondbacks were going to
play like Poor Richards in the shadows of the
Benjamin Franklin Bridge, then you haven’t
been following this group of never-say-nev-
er overachievers. 

“We have that all-in mentality,” manager
Torey Lovullo said Monday. “We didn’t come
cross-country to get our a---s kicked. We
came here to play our best baseball game.”

That’s exactly what happened, starting
with Tommy Pham and Lourdes Gurriel Jr.
finding the keys to discover electricity with
back-to-back home runs that soared like
kites in the second inning.

NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES, GAME 6
DIAMONDBACKS 5, PHILLIES 1 (SERIES TIED AT 3)

Diamondbacks designated hitter Tommy Pham, left photo, and left fielder Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit
back-to-back solo home runs during the second inning against the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS at
Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia on Monday. PHOTOS BY ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC

BACK-TO-BATS
PUSH A FINALE

Diamondbacks force Game 7 against Phillies

Ray Johnson, of Mesa, celebrates the Diamondbacks’ 5-1
win over the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS; Tuesday’s
deciding Game 7 will also be in Philadelphia. 

Inside
h D-Backs one win away from going to World Series. 1B

h Did Harper stare down Booker, Durant after Game 5
home run? 4B
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Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

“What we’re doing right now is every
little kid’s dream.” 
Merrill Kelly
Diamondbacks pitcher

See MOORE, Page 6A

Parade caps off Phoenix Pride 
Estimated 3,000 particpate in parade, while tens of
thousands attend weekend festival at Steele-Indian
School Park. 3A

Hamas released two more hostages
on Monday as the U.S. continues to in-
sist that Israel delay its ground inva-
sion of Gaza, hoping continued negoti-
ations could free dozens of dual-citi-
zenship captives, according to Amer-
ican and Israeli officials.

More than 1,400 people in Israel
have been killed – mostly civilians
slain during the initial Hamas attack
on Oct. 7. More than 5,000 Palestin-
ians, including some 2,000 minors
and around 1,100 women, have been
killed, the Hamas-run Health Ministry
said Monday. At least 222 people were
captured by Hamas and dragged back
to Gaza, including foreigners, the mil-
itary said Monday, updating a previ-
ous figure.

The freed hostages, 85-year-old 
Yocheved Lifshitz and 79-year-old Nu-
rit Cooper, were taken out of Gaza at
the Rafah crossing into Egypt, where
they were put into ambulances, ac-
cording to footage shown on Egyptian
TV. The two women, along with their
husbands, were snatched from their
homes in the kibbutz of Nir Oz near the
Gaza border during Hamas’ initial in-
cursion. Their husbands were not re-
leased.

A U.S. official familiar with the Bi-
den administration’s position told The
Associated Press it was unclear how 

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Hamas
frees two
additional
hostages
US urges delay of likely
Gaza ground offensive
John Bacon and Jorge L. Ortiz
USA TODAY

Inside
Pro-Palestinian rally held in Tempe. 3A
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A black ski mask conceals the man’s
face.

The anonymous YouTube channel
host almost always sports a black
baseball cap embellished with the
channel’s logo above his mask. The hat
depicts a stylized orange and red em-
blem of a desert vista with the words
“aventuras por el desierto,” meaning
adventures through the desert.

The channel had nearly 9,000 sub-
scribers and a catalog of 180 videos
that offered advice, stories and tips on
the process of crossing the Arizona-
Mexico border.

Videos walked viewers through
how much they would have to pay in
smuggling fees and advice on how to 

Misinformation
about US-Mexico
border spreading
on social media
José Ignacio Castañeda Perez
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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LGBTQ+

The people — attendees, artists and entertainers — slayed the annual Pride festival in Steele Indian
School Park.

Sarah Perleberg, Savannah Banana and Raven Prouty explored the festival grounds of Phoenix Pride and posed with their favorite fans.
Jacob Tyler Dunn

Rainbow revelry took over Steele Indian School Park last month as Phoenix Pride delivered a
weekend of floats, artists, vendors and activism.

The annual event, held Oct. 21-22, also made some history this year: Gov. Katie Hobbs reiterated her
support for LGBTQ+ issues from the main stage and became the first Arizona governor to appear at
Phoenix Pride. Arizona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes and Mayor Kate Gallego also celebrated
with festival attendees.

But it’s the people that make this festival. Seven stages of entertainment and dozens of exhibitors —
nevermind an hours-long parade — just added to the Pride vibes throughout the weekend.

Photos: Phoenix Pride served LGBTQ+ fabulousness
all weekend long

By Jacob Tyler Dunn November 1, 2023
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