
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2023 PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 134 | No. 154
Subscribe 800-332-6733
©2023 $3.49

2018 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER

QEAJAB-53140r
Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news, area
scores, things to do and subscriber exclusives at
azcentral.com.

WASHINGTON – The future of Rep.
Jim Jordan’s bid to become speaker of
the U.S. House clouded further Wednes-
day after the Ohio Republican lost

ground in the second round of voting.
In the House’s 15th day without a

speaker, there was still no resolution in
sight as the lower chamber remained
unable to bridge the deep divisions
cracking the House Republican confer-
ence.

Jordan drew 199 votes compared to
the 200 votes he earned Tuesday. And
four House Republicans who supported
Jordan in the first round flipped and vot-
ed for an alternative candidate in a mas-
sive setback for his speaker bid: Reps.
Vern Buchanan, R-Fla.; Mike Kelly, R-

Pa.; Mariannette Miller-Meeks, R-Iowa;
and Pete Stauber, R-Minn.

Any Republican needs the near-
unanimous support of the party’s law-
makers to become speaker.

The Democrats again stood behind
their choice, House Minority Leader 

Jordan loses 2nd round of voting for speaker
Ken Tran, Rachel Looker,
Phillip M. Bailey, Sudiksha Kochi,
Marina Pitofsky and Candy Woodall 
USA TODAY

See SPEAKER, Page 6A

Inside: Arizona’s House GOP sticks with Jordan in 2nd unsuccessful round. 6A

HARRIS MAKES STOP AT NAU 3A

Vice President Kamala Harris arrives in Flagstaff as
part of her college tour. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/THE REPUBLIC

Find out everything you need to know for the 2023
Phoenix Pride Parade, including admission infor-
mation, parade route and when the fun starts. 1C

Guide to the Pride Parade

Now that he’s been designated to return to practice
for the Arizona Cardinals, quarterback Kyler Murray
is inching closer to returning to the starting lineup
after suffering a torn ACL on Dec. 12 against the New
England Patriots. 1B

Murray close to returning
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9 Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low,
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TEL AVIV, Israel – President Joe Bi-
den will address the nation in prime
time today “to discuss our response to
Hamas’ terrorist attacks against Israel
and Russia’s ongoing brutal war against
Ukraine,” the White House announced
Monday.

The speech will take place at 5 p.m.

Arizona time from the Oval Office, ac-
cording to The Associated Press.

“He will talk about the progress we
have made as a nation to protect our de-
mocracy, but how our rights and free-
doms are still under attack,” the White
House said. “And he will make clear who
is fighting for those rights, fighting for
those freedoms, and fighting for our de-
mocracy.”

The address comes in the wake of Bi-
den’s trip to Tel Aviv, where he pledged

his support for Israel and met with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
following the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.

Pledging unwavering support, Biden
assured Israel on Wednesday that the
United States would stand by the Jew-
ish state and provide whatever it needs
to defend itself in its war with Hamas.

“Israel must be a safe place again for
the Jewish people,” he said.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu participate in an expanded bilateral meeting with
Israeli and U.S. government officials on Wednesday in Tel Aviv, Israel. EVAN VUCCI/AP

Biden: Israel
has US support

President to give prime-time address about fighting in Middle East 

Kim Hjelmgaard, Michael Collins
and Maureen Groppe
USA TODAY

See BIDEN, Page 6A

Another health care provider, its
two owners and its biller were indicted
and accused of fraudulently billing Ar-
izona’s state Medicaid agency.

The Arizona Attorney General’s Of-
fice announced in a news release on
Wednesday that 30-year-old Shawn-
jerria Lucas, an unnamed 50-year-old
who has not yet been served, and 40-
year-old Lavita Verser were each
charged with 19 felony fraud-related
counts. 

According to the news release, Lu-
cas and the unnamed defendant were
accused of owning and operating A
Better You Wellness Center LLC locat-
ed off Cactus Road and Interstate 17, a
service provider for the Arizona Health
Care Cost Containment System. The
state indicted the company on Oct. 2.
The news release stated the two had
employed Verser as the facility’s biller.

The new charges bring the number
of indictments related to AHCCCS
fraud since 2021 up to over 40. Nine of
those cases have been dismissed —
some with prejudice and some with-
out. Only one person has been sen-
tenced.

Government records revealed, ac-
cording to the news release, that the
health care facility billed AHCCCS and
the American Indian Health Program
for more than $115 million in behavioral
health services between December
2021 and February 2023.

It is alleged that a portion of those
bills for services was fraudulent in na-
ture, the news release stated.

According to recorded documents
in Maricopa County, Verser received
an asset forfeiture notice in July for 

AG: New
charges in
AHCCCS
fraud case
$1.5M home, 8 cars
seized from suspect
Elena Santa Cruz
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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THINGS TO DO

It’s almost time to celebrate the LGBTQ+
community in metro Phoenix with the annual
Pride parade and festival. In addition to the
lively procession in the street, there will be a
two-day Pride festival with live entertainment
and vendors selling a variety of food and mer-
chandise.

Pride Month takes place every June, but the
Phoenix Pride festival and parade are celebrat-
ed in October so the community is able to avoid
the intense summer temperatures. 

The Phoenix Pride Parade celebrates the
LGBTQ+ community and the progress made in
Arizona over the last four decades. It will show-
case floats, marchers, vehicles, artists and per-
formance elements. 

What day is the Phoenix Pride parade? 

The Phoenix Pride parade will take place on
Sunday, Oct. 22. 

In years past, the parade has brought more
than 2,000 individual participants with deco-
rated vehicles and colorful floats and thou-
sands of walkers. 

PHOENIX
PRIDE PARADE
YOUR GUIDE TO THE ROUTE AND BEST VIEWING SPOTS

Meredith G. White
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Queer Center walks in the Phoenix Pride Parade, waving an oversized rainbow “vote” flag
on Oct. 16, 2022. At top, people crowd the barricades as they watch the Phoenix Pride Parade
travel down Third Street toward Steele Indian School Park. PHOTOS BY MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLICSee PARADE, Page 6C

Arizonans — and visitors to the state
— love to travel to Las Vegas for the
gambling, nightlife, concerts and the
latest attraction, The Sphere immersive
experience at Venetian.

Interest in visiting Las Vegas is
poised to increase with special events
on the horizon including the Las Vegas
Grand Prix in November and the Super
Bowl 2024 in February, both firsts for
the city.

From Phoenix, it’s possible to get to
Las Vegas by car, plane and bus. Each
option has its advantages and disad-
vantages, and what you choose comes
down to your preferences for comfort,
convenience and what you’re willing to
pay. Here’s a comparison.

Driving from Phoenix to Las Vegas

It’s a little more than 300 miles to
drive from the Phoenix city center to the
Las Vegas Strip, about five hours with-

KIRBY LEE/USA TODAY

Phoenix to Vegas: Should
you drive, fly or ride a bus?
Michael Salerno
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See VEGAS, Page 2C
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What time is the Phoenix 
Pride Parade? 

The Phoenix Pride Parade will begin
at 10 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 22. 

The action takes place along Third
Street from Thomas Street to Indian
School and concludes at Steele Indian
School Park, which is the home of the
Phoenix Pride Festival. 

What is the Phoenix Pride Parade? 

The Phoenix Pride Parade aims to
bring the area’s diverse LGBTQ+ and al-
lied communities together for a week-
end of camaraderie and celebration. 

There will be thousands of partici-
pants in the parade itself and over
15,000 spectators in attendance along
with the grand marshals, local luminar-
ies, music and fun. 

The Phoenix Pride Parade also raises
funds for Phoenix Pride and the Pride
Community Grants and Scholarships
Programs. 

The 2023 Phoenix Pride Parade grand
marshals are: 

h Arizona Trans Youth & Parent
Organization: AZTYPO provides a safe
and supportive environment for chil-
dren, adolescents and their families to
explore gender identity through parent
support groups, financial assistance
and community events. 

h Phoenix Fast-Track Cities: The
Fast-Track Cities initiative was
launched on World AIDS Day in 2014 in
Paris. More than 70 high-HIV-burden
cities around the world have since
signed the Paris Declaration on Fast-
Track Cities Ending AIDS and engaged
mayors and other political leaders, af-
fected communities, city health offi-
cials, clinical and service providers and
other stakeholders to accelerate their
AIDS responses. 

h Positively You!: This educational
media initiative from the Maricopa
County Ryan White Program is designed
to inform and empower young adults
ages 18-34 and living with HIV to seek
treatment and maintain viral suppres-
sion to help prevent HIV spread. 

Where is the Phoenix 
Pride festival? 

For over 40 years, Phoenix Pride has
organized marches, rallies, parades and
more to celebrate the Phoenix LGBTQ+

community. 
The two-day Pride festival features

over 150 entertainment performances
on multiple stages along with over 300
exhibitors showcasing a variety of food
options, shopping opportunities and
community resources. 

The Phoenix Pride festival will take
place Oct. 21-22 at Steele Indian School
Park in Phoenix. For more information,
including how to purchase tickets, visit
https://phoenixpride.org.

Meredith G. White is the entertain-

ment reporter for The Arizona Republic |
azcentral.com . You can find her on
Facebook as Meredith G. White, on In-

stagram and Twitter as @meredithg-
white, and email her at mer-
edith.white@arizonarepublic.com.

Phoenix Pride’s 2022 organization grand marshal, One-N-Ten, travels down Third Street with the Pride Parade on Oct. 16,
2022. One-N-Ten is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that provides resources and community for LGBTQ+ youth. PHOTOS BY MEGAN

MENDOZA/THE REPUBLIC

People watch as the Phoenix Pride Parade travels down Third Street toward
Steele Indian School Park on Oct. 16, 2022.

Parade
Continued from Page 1C

Phoenix Pride Parade
When: 10 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 22.

Where: The parade begins at the
intersection of Thomas Road and Third
Street in downtown Phoenix and moves
north up Third Street to Indian School
Road. Spectators are encouraged to
line Third Street’s east and west sides
for the best views.

Admission: Free.

Details: https://phoenixpride.org.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2023 PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 134 | No. 154
Subscribe 800-332-6733
©2023 $3.49

2018 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER

QEAJAB-53140r
Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news, area
scores, things to do and subscriber exclusives at
azcentral.com.

WASHINGTON – The future of Rep.
Jim Jordan’s bid to become speaker of
the U.S. House clouded further Wednes-
day after the Ohio Republican lost

ground in the second round of voting.
In the House’s 15th day without a

speaker, there was still no resolution in
sight as the lower chamber remained
unable to bridge the deep divisions
cracking the House Republican confer-
ence.

Jordan drew 199 votes compared to
the 200 votes he earned Tuesday. And
four House Republicans who supported
Jordan in the first round flipped and vot-
ed for an alternative candidate in a mas-
sive setback for his speaker bid: Reps.
Vern Buchanan, R-Fla.; Mike Kelly, R-

Pa.; Mariannette Miller-Meeks, R-Iowa;
and Pete Stauber, R-Minn.

Any Republican needs the near-
unanimous support of the party’s law-
makers to become speaker.

The Democrats again stood behind
their choice, House Minority Leader 

Jordan loses 2nd round of voting for speaker
Ken Tran, Rachel Looker,
Phillip M. Bailey, Sudiksha Kochi,
Marina Pitofsky and Candy Woodall 
USA TODAY

See SPEAKER, Page 6A

Inside: Arizona’s House GOP sticks with Jordan in 2nd unsuccessful round. 6A

HARRIS MAKES STOP AT NAU 3A

Vice President Kamala Harris arrives in Flagstaff as
part of her college tour. JOEL ANGEL JUAREZ/THE REPUBLIC

Find out everything you need to know for the 2023
Phoenix Pride Parade, including admission infor-
mation, parade route and when the fun starts. 1C

Guide to the Pride Parade

Now that he’s been designated to return to practice
for the Arizona Cardinals, quarterback Kyler Murray
is inching closer to returning to the starting lineup
after suffering a torn ACL on Dec. 12 against the New
England Patriots. 1B

Murray close to returning
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9 High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime
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Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t a better,
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$1600 OFF
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TEL AVIV, Israel – President Joe Bi-
den will address the nation in prime
time today “to discuss our response to
Hamas’ terrorist attacks against Israel
and Russia’s ongoing brutal war against
Ukraine,” the White House announced
Monday.

The speech will take place at 5 p.m.

Arizona time from the Oval Office, ac-
cording to The Associated Press.

“He will talk about the progress we
have made as a nation to protect our de-
mocracy, but how our rights and free-
doms are still under attack,” the White
House said. “And he will make clear who
is fighting for those rights, fighting for
those freedoms, and fighting for our de-
mocracy.”

The address comes in the wake of Bi-
den’s trip to Tel Aviv, where he pledged

his support for Israel and met with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
following the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.

Pledging unwavering support, Biden
assured Israel on Wednesday that the
United States would stand by the Jew-
ish state and provide whatever it needs
to defend itself in its war with Hamas.

“Israel must be a safe place again for
the Jewish people,” he said.

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu participate in an expanded bilateral meeting with
Israeli and U.S. government officials on Wednesday in Tel Aviv, Israel. EVAN VUCCI/AP

Biden: Israel
has US support

President to give prime-time address about fighting in Middle East 

Kim Hjelmgaard, Michael Collins
and Maureen Groppe
USA TODAY

See BIDEN, Page 6A

Another health care provider, its
two owners and its biller were indicted
and accused of fraudulently billing Ar-
izona’s state Medicaid agency.

The Arizona Attorney General’s Of-
fice announced in a news release on
Wednesday that 30-year-old Shawn-
jerria Lucas, an unnamed 50-year-old
who has not yet been served, and 40-
year-old Lavita Verser were each
charged with 19 felony fraud-related
counts. 

According to the news release, Lu-
cas and the unnamed defendant were
accused of owning and operating A
Better You Wellness Center LLC locat-
ed off Cactus Road and Interstate 17, a
service provider for the Arizona Health
Care Cost Containment System. The
state indicted the company on Oct. 2.
The news release stated the two had
employed Verser as the facility’s biller.

The new charges bring the number
of indictments related to AHCCCS
fraud since 2021 up to over 40. Nine of
those cases have been dismissed —
some with prejudice and some with-
out. Only one person has been sen-
tenced.

Government records revealed, ac-
cording to the news release, that the
health care facility billed AHCCCS and
the American Indian Health Program
for more than $115 million in behavioral
health services between December
2021 and February 2023.

It is alleged that a portion of those
bills for services was fraudulent in na-
ture, the news release stated.

According to recorded documents
in Maricopa County, Verser received
an asset forfeiture notice in July for 

AG: New
charges in
AHCCCS
fraud case
$1.5M home, 8 cars
seized from suspect
Elena Santa Cruz
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FRAUD, Page 10A
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