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PHILADELPHIA – The Diamondbacks
have a chance to make hisss-tory with one
more win.

An Arizona team that slithered into the
playoffs on a losing streak with a budget so
low it should play on the independent circuit
has fought its way to the brink of the World
Series after beating the Phillies 5-1 on Mon-
day night in Game 6 of their best-of-seven
National League Championship Series.

It’s impossible to overstate what the Dia-
mondbacks were up against, but if you
thought the Diamondbacks were going to
play like Poor Richards in the shadows of the
Benjamin Franklin Bridge, then you haven’t
been following this group of never-say-nev-
er overachievers. 

“We have that all-in mentality,” manager
Torey Lovullo said Monday. “We didn’t come
cross-country to get our a---s kicked. We
came here to play our best baseball game.”

That’s exactly what happened, starting
with Tommy Pham and Lourdes Gurriel Jr.
finding the keys to discover electricity with
back-to-back home runs that soared like
kites in the second inning.

NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES, GAME 6
DIAMONDBACKS 5, PHILLIES 1 (SERIES TIED AT 3)

Diamondbacks designated hitter Tommy Pham, left photo, and left fielder Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit
back-to-back solo home runs during the second inning against the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS at
Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia on Monday. PHOTOS BY ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC

BACK-TO-BATS
PUSH A FINALE

Diamondbacks force Game 7 against Phillies

Ray Johnson, of Mesa, celebrates the Diamondbacks’ 5-1
win over the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS; Tuesday’s
deciding Game 7 will also be in Philadelphia. 
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“What we’re doing right now is every
little kid’s dream.” 
Merrill Kelly
Diamondbacks pitcher

See MOORE, Page 6A

Parade caps off Phoenix Pride 
Estimated 3,000 particpate in parade, while tens of
thousands attend weekend festival at Steele-Indian
School Park. 3A

Hamas released two more hostages
on Monday as the U.S. continues to in-
sist that Israel delay its ground inva-
sion of Gaza, hoping continued negoti-
ations could free dozens of dual-citi-
zenship captives, according to Amer-
ican and Israeli officials.

More than 1,400 people in Israel
have been killed – mostly civilians
slain during the initial Hamas attack
on Oct. 7. More than 5,000 Palestin-
ians, including some 2,000 minors
and around 1,100 women, have been
killed, the Hamas-run Health Ministry
said Monday. At least 222 people were
captured by Hamas and dragged back
to Gaza, including foreigners, the mil-
itary said Monday, updating a previ-
ous figure.

The freed hostages, 85-year-old 
Yocheved Lifshitz and 79-year-old Nu-
rit Cooper, were taken out of Gaza at
the Rafah crossing into Egypt, where
they were put into ambulances, ac-
cording to footage shown on Egyptian
TV. The two women, along with their
husbands, were snatched from their
homes in the kibbutz of Nir Oz near the
Gaza border during Hamas’ initial in-
cursion. Their husbands were not re-
leased.

A U.S. official familiar with the Bi-
den administration’s position told The
Associated Press it was unclear how 

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Hamas
frees two
additional
hostages
US urges delay of likely
Gaza ground offensive
John Bacon and Jorge L. Ortiz
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A black ski mask conceals the man’s
face.

The anonymous YouTube channel
host almost always sports a black
baseball cap embellished with the
channel’s logo above his mask. The hat
depicts a stylized orange and red em-
blem of a desert vista with the words
“aventuras por el desierto,” meaning
adventures through the desert.

The channel had nearly 9,000 sub-
scribers and a catalog of 180 videos
that offered advice, stories and tips on
the process of crossing the Arizona-
Mexico border.

Videos walked viewers through
how much they would have to pay in
smuggling fees and advice on how to 

Misinformation
about US-Mexico
border spreading
on social media
José Ignacio Castañeda Perez
Arizona Republic
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For Christine Snyder, Phoenix Pride’s
annual festival is about community and
coming together as a family.

Sunday’s celebration began at 10 a.m.
with a parade starting on Third Street
and Thomas Road, making its way north
to Steele-Indian School Park, where the
festival opened at noon.

Before the festival began, Snyder
stood in front of a group protesting the
parade near the park entrance on Third
Street and Indian School Road, shouting
her own beliefs and welcoming other
paradegoers.

Snyder moved to Phoenix two years
ago from Chicago and wanted to remain
involved in the LGBTQ community to
support her family and everyone out at
the event.

“Pride is very big there [in Chicago]
and I wanted to be a part of it in Phoenix.
Here it seems to have more of a family

kind of atmosphere … it feels more in-
timate and I’m proud to be celebrating
with likeminded people that accept ev-
eryone,” Snyder said.

While it might feel more intimate, the

parade had around 3,000 participants
with hundreds of entrance floats and
vehicles, according to Jeremy Helfgot, 

The 2023 Phoenix Pride Parade takes place on Third Street in downtown Phoenix on Sunday morning.
MEGAN MENDOZA/THE REPUBLIC

Phoenix Pride helps
community connect
Welcoming atmosphere
at parade, 2-day festival 

Ricardo Camacho at the Phoenix Pride Festival at Steele-Indian School Park on
Sunday. NICOLE MULLEN/THE REPUBLIC

See PRIDE, Page 10A
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Ethics can be difficult.
Except when they’re not.
Except they will be.
Because this is Arizona.
For example, soon to come before

the Arizona Supreme Court is a case
that could revive an 1864, pre-
statehood abortion ban that mandates
as much as a five-year prison term for
providers.

Among the seven members of the
court who will decide that case is Bill
Montgomery, a hyperpolitical, hyper-
partisan, virulent anti-abortion for-
mer prosecutor appointed by former
Gov. Doug Ducey.

The Arizona Mirror and The 19th (a
nonprofit, independent news opera-
tion out of Austin, Texas) noted in an
article that Montgomery said in the
past that Planned Parenthood (whose
lawyers are arguing against reinstat-
ing the 1864 law) “is responsible for the
greatest genocide known to man.”

Now for the ethics part. And please,
try not to laugh out loud when you read
the next sentence.

Arizona has an official “Code of Ju-
dicial Conduct.”

(I can hear you.)
Anyway, Rule 2.11 of that code, un-

der “Disqualification,” reads in part, “A
judge shall disqualify himself or her-
self in any proceeding in which the
judge’s impartiality might reasonably
be questioned.”

Montgomery didn’t only make the
“genocide” comment. He was never
shy about his feelings.

At a protest in front of Planned Par-
enthood’s offices a few years back, he
said, “Today’s protest calls for several
specific goals. We call for Congress to
end federal funding for Planned Par-
enthood. There is no reason to fund
this charade of women’s health care
any longer. The profit-driven atrocities
must end and America must not fund
them anymore.”

Seems pretty clear that Montgom-
ery’s “impartiality might reasonably
be questioned.” And that he should
disqualify himself.

Except, perhaps, in Arizona.
This isn’t new. Former Gov. Ducey

first increased the number of judges on
the Supreme Court from five to seven
(when no one said it was needed), then
stacked the court with partisans like
Montgomery.

The first time Montgomery came up
for consideration, Chief Justice Scott
Bales told Montgomery, “One broad
statement is that you have very
strongly held beliefs that have been
expressed in different settings, which
give people concerns about your abil-
ity as a judge to be fair.”

When the former prosecutor didn’t
make the cut that time around, Ducey
rigged the supposedly neutral system
for selecting judicial candidates to
pick the judges he wanted, like Mont-
gomery.

When Montgomery was under con-

See MONTINI, Page 10A

Anti-abortion
state judge
shouldn’t take
part in case

Arizona Rally for Palestine invited
the community to their rally and march
“All Out for Palestine” on Saturday
morning on Arizona State University’s
main campus in Tempe. 

“From the river to the sea, Palestine

will be free” was echoed from the crowd
as they marched over the bridge on Uni-
versity Drive receiving honks of support
from cars passing by.

The event was an effort to spread
awareness about the suffering in Pales-
tine, and drew in people from all ethnic-
ities and faiths including native Pales-
tinians, such as May Ratsi. Ratsi has
been living in America since 1981 and

said her attendance at the rally was an
effort to fight against the atrocities
happening in her homeland.

“I feel sad. I feel frustrated at the
world for being unfair and unjust to the
Palestinian people. I am frustrated at
our government for giving billions of
dollars and weapons to bomb the 

Demonstrators rally, march in support
of Palestinians at ASU’s Tempe campus
Kayla Jackson
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK
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PHILADELPHIA – The Diamondbacks
have a chance to make hisss-tory with one
more win.

An Arizona team that slithered into the
playoffs on a losing streak with a budget so
low it should play on the independent circuit
has fought its way to the brink of the World
Series after beating the Phillies 5-1 on Mon-
day night in Game 6 of their best-of-seven
National League Championship Series.

It’s impossible to overstate what the Dia-
mondbacks were up against, but if you
thought the Diamondbacks were going to
play like Poor Richards in the shadows of the
Benjamin Franklin Bridge, then you haven’t
been following this group of never-say-nev-
er overachievers. 

“We have that all-in mentality,” manager
Torey Lovullo said Monday. “We didn’t come
cross-country to get our a---s kicked. We
came here to play our best baseball game.”

That’s exactly what happened, starting
with Tommy Pham and Lourdes Gurriel Jr.
finding the keys to discover electricity with
back-to-back home runs that soared like
kites in the second inning.

NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES, GAME 6
DIAMONDBACKS 5, PHILLIES 1 (SERIES TIED AT 3)

Diamondbacks designated hitter Tommy Pham, left photo, and left fielder Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit
back-to-back solo home runs during the second inning against the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS at
Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia on Monday. PHOTOS BY ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC

BACK-TO-BATS
PUSH A FINALE

Diamondbacks force Game 7 against Phillies

Ray Johnson, of Mesa, celebrates the Diamondbacks’ 5-1
win over the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS; Tuesday’s
deciding Game 7 will also be in Philadelphia. 
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“What we’re doing right now is every
little kid’s dream.” 
Merrill Kelly
Diamondbacks pitcher

See MOORE, Page 6A

Parade caps off Phoenix Pride 
Estimated 3,000 particpate in parade, while tens of
thousands attend weekend festival at Steele-Indian
School Park. 3A

Hamas released two more hostages
on Monday as the U.S. continues to in-
sist that Israel delay its ground inva-
sion of Gaza, hoping continued negoti-
ations could free dozens of dual-citi-
zenship captives, according to Amer-
ican and Israeli officials.

More than 1,400 people in Israel
have been killed – mostly civilians
slain during the initial Hamas attack
on Oct. 7. More than 5,000 Palestin-
ians, including some 2,000 minors
and around 1,100 women, have been
killed, the Hamas-run Health Ministry
said Monday. At least 222 people were
captured by Hamas and dragged back
to Gaza, including foreigners, the mil-
itary said Monday, updating a previ-
ous figure.

The freed hostages, 85-year-old 
Yocheved Lifshitz and 79-year-old Nu-
rit Cooper, were taken out of Gaza at
the Rafah crossing into Egypt, where
they were put into ambulances, ac-
cording to footage shown on Egyptian
TV. The two women, along with their
husbands, were snatched from their
homes in the kibbutz of Nir Oz near the
Gaza border during Hamas’ initial in-
cursion. Their husbands were not re-
leased.

A U.S. official familiar with the Bi-
den administration’s position told The
Associated Press it was unclear how 

ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

Hamas
frees two
additional
hostages
US urges delay of likely
Gaza ground offensive
John Bacon and Jorge L. Ortiz
USA TODAY

Inside
Pro-Palestinian rally held in Tempe. 3A
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A black ski mask conceals the man’s
face.

The anonymous YouTube channel
host almost always sports a black
baseball cap embellished with the
channel’s logo above his mask. The hat
depicts a stylized orange and red em-
blem of a desert vista with the words
“aventuras por el desierto,” meaning
adventures through the desert.

The channel had nearly 9,000 sub-
scribers and a catalog of 180 videos
that offered advice, stories and tips on
the process of crossing the Arizona-
Mexico border.

Videos walked viewers through
how much they would have to pay in
smuggling fees and advice on how to 

Misinformation
about US-Mexico
border spreading
on social media
José Ignacio Castañeda Perez
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MISINFORMATION, Page 6A
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PHILADELPHIA – The Diamondbacks
have a chance to make hisss-tory with one
more win.

An Arizona team that slithered into the
playoffs on a losing streak with a budget so
low it should play on the independent circuit
has fought its way to the brink of the World
Series after beating the Phillies 5-1 on Mon-
day night in Game 6 of their best-of-seven
National League Championship Series.

It’s impossible to overstate what the Dia-
mondbacks were up against, but if you
thought the Diamondbacks were going to
play like Poor Richards in the shadows of the
Benjamin Franklin Bridge, then you haven’t
been following this group of never-say-nev-
er overachievers. 

“We have that all-in mentality,” manager
Torey Lovullo said Monday. “We didn’t come
cross-country to get our a---s kicked. We
came here to play our best baseball game.”

That’s exactly what happened, starting
with Tommy Pham and Lourdes Gurriel Jr.
finding the keys to discover electricity with
back-to-back home runs that soared like
kites in the second inning.

NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES, GAME 6
DIAMONDBACKS 5, PHILLIES 1 (SERIES TIED AT 3)

Diamondbacks designated hitter Tommy Pham, left photo, and left fielder Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit
back-to-back solo home runs during the second inning against the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS at
Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia on Monday. PHOTOS BY ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC

BACK-TO-BATS
PUSH A FINALE

Diamondbacks force Game 7 against Phillies

Ray Johnson, of Mesa, celebrates the Diamondbacks’ 5-1
win over the Phillies in Game 6 of the NLCS; Tuesday’s
deciding Game 7 will also be in Philadelphia. 
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Hamas released two more hostages
on Monday as the U.S. continues to in-
sist that Israel delay its ground inva-
sion of Gaza, hoping continued negoti-
ations could free dozens of dual-citi-
zenship captives, according to Amer-
ican and Israeli officials.

More than 1,400 people in Israel
have been killed – mostly civilians
slain during the initial Hamas attack
on Oct. 7. More than 5,000 Palestin-
ians, including some 2,000 minors
and around 1,100 women, have been
killed, the Hamas-run Health Ministry
said Monday. At least 222 people were
captured by Hamas and dragged back
to Gaza, including foreigners, the mil-
itary said Monday, updating a previ-
ous figure.

The freed hostages, 85-year-old 
Yocheved Lifshitz and 79-year-old Nu-
rit Cooper, were taken out of Gaza at
the Rafah crossing into Egypt, where
they were put into ambulances, ac-
cording to footage shown on Egyptian
TV. The two women, along with their
husbands, were snatched from their
homes in the kibbutz of Nir Oz near the
Gaza border during Hamas’ initial in-
cursion. Their husbands were not re-
leased.

A U.S. official familiar with the Bi-
den administration’s position told The
Associated Press it was unclear how 
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channel’s logo above his mask. The hat
depicts a stylized orange and red em-
blem of a desert vista with the words
“aventuras por el desierto,” meaning
adventures through the desert.

The channel had nearly 9,000 sub-
scribers and a catalog of 180 videos
that offered advice, stories and tips on
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smuggling fees and advice on how to 
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who runs communications on behalf of
Phoenix Pride.

Throughout the weekend, 50,000
people were expected in total at the
Phoenix Pride festival, but that family
atmosphere is still alive, said Helfgot.

“Phoenix is an interesting place be-
cause the Valley is so spread out and
there isn’t really a gay neighborhood per
se, not like in other places,” Helfgot said.

Helfgot acknowledged the smaller
pockets of LGBTQ-inclusive areas in
Phoenix, such as the Melrose District,
which spans Seventh Avenue from Indi-
an School Road to Camelback Road in
Central Phoenix, and is known for its
high concentration of LGBTQ nightlife
within a 1-mile stretch.

“Because there isn’t a geographic
space, the connection in the metaphys-
ical sense becomes even stronger …
community isn’t tied to one place, it’s
something bigger than that. That’s why,
when compared to other cities — Phoe-
nix has a different feeling.”

Within the festival gates, performers
took the stage and several local busi-
nesses set up booths throughout the
park.

One of those booths was occupied by
Drag Story Hour Arizona, a nonprofit or-
ganization that focuses on diversity and
inclusivity in early literacy throughout
Arizona. Michelle Miranda-Thorstand,
also known as Ms. Michelle when she’s
performing, is the executive director of
the organization.

During a drag story hour perfor-
mance, she mentioned the way kids’

eyes will light up at the sparkly cos-
tumes or how, for the first time, they’ll
see someone who reflects themselves
or their family.

“A lot of our young readers might
not be your typical heteronormative
child, they might have parents who are
part of the LGBTQ+ community, they
might have different gender expres-
sion, so when they see our story tellers
and see that it’s not just the ridged bi-
nary—they get really excited,” Miran-
da-Thorstand said.

Drag Story Hour Arizona focuses on
drag art and performances that are
suitable for all ages, and they take care
to have all of their performers do back-
ground checks. Their primary goal is to
make sure that young readers are en-
gaged in literacy and that they can an
imagine a world where they can be
their authentic selves.

Among the booths and exhibits,
other members of the community con-
tinued to raise their signs from the pa-
rade. One of the signs held by Christine
Severance read: “If your parents don’t
accept you, I’m your new mom.”

Severance came out to support her
daughter who has participated in one
n ten, an organization that serves
LGBTQ youth throughout Arizona, and
their walk in the parade.

“I get a lot off attention holding this
at pride parades because a lot of peo-
ple get left out in the cold by their fam-
ilies. It breaks my heart and I am hap-
py to provide support for anybody in
the queer community,” Severance said.

“The community in Phoenix is defi-
nitely widespread, but that’s why I
love coming to events like this, be-
cause it’s like this pocket or bubble of
acceptance and equality.”

Attendees at the Phoenix Pride Festival on Sunday; over the weekend, it was
expected to attract 50,000 people. NICOLE MULLEN/THE REPUBLIC

Pride
Continued from Page 3A

children in Gaza. … I think that’s why
we are all here,” she said looking
around at fellow protesters.

This rally came after a $105 billion
foreign aid request by President Joe
Biden on Friday that consisted of $14.3
billion in funding for Israeli military
assistance, according to the White
House Fact Sheet.

The rally also followed a week of
deadly air strikes in Gaza. According to
the United Nations Human Rights Of-
fice of High Commissioner, on Tues-
day morning an Arab hospital in Gaza
City was struck, killing 470 people and
injuring many others, although Hamas
and Israel have traded blame for the at-
tack. Reuters reported on Thursday
that an unclassified U.S. intelligence
report estimated the death toll was
“probably” between 100-300.

The same day there were deadly
strikes at a school located at a Pales-
tinian refugee camp which served as a
shelter to 4,000 some people, the UN
reported.

Throughout the rally, attendees
from the organization and other pas-
sionate leaders, poets and community
members gave speeches to unify, com-
fort, and give hope to the attendees.

Anahit Kirakosian, a community
leader gave a speech uniting other
marginalized groups to the Palestinian
struggle. As a Mexican American, Ki-
rakosian spoke out and showed her
support for Palestine through the idea
of shared suffering.

“The Palestinian struggle is not iso-
lated; it is a part of a larger intercon-
nected web of pain and injustice. The
struggle of the Palestinian people is
connected between all people of color.
The Mexican community has faced
and still faces the challenges of immi-
gration, discrimination, and injustice.”

Kirakosian encouraged the crowd to
become empowered through their col-

lective struggle and use it as a means of
connection to fight for all oppressed
people.

“By acknowledging the struggle of
the Palestinian people, we take a vital
step towards justice for everyone. It is
through the strength of our collective
struggle that we can make a lasting dif-
ference for the Palestinian people and
the greater cause of global justice,” she
said.

Although this rally came in large part
in reaction to the recent events in Pal-
estine and Israel, speaker and poet Ah-
mad Abdallah reminded the crowd of
the longevity of the Palestinian strug-
gle.

As the last speaker on the steps of
Old Main on ASU’s campus he said,
“Don’t tell me you care for civilian lives
and innocent deaths. Otherwise, you
would have lost your voice screaming
for 75 years.”

According to the Global Conflict
Tracker, Israel and Palestine have been
in ‘conflict’ since 1947. The UN began
tracking deaths in the conflict since
2008, with data showing 5,600 Pales-
tinians have died, and 250 Israelis died
during the same time frame up until
2020.

Hamas’ assault in southern Israel on
Oct. 7 was deemed by President Biden
as the deadliest for Jewish people since
the Holocaust. The United Nations has
not updated their death and injury
count within recent events, however,
according to Israeli authorities, at least
1,400 people have died and 3,400 others
have been injured in Israel as of Tues-
day. As of Wednesday the Palestine
Health Ministry has reported 3,785
deaths and more than 12,000 injuries
since the Hamas’ attack on Oct. 7.

“You can kill every person in Pales-
tine, but you’ll never kill the Palestine in
every woman and man,” Abdallah said
followed by cheers from the crowd.

The event ended following the last
lines of his poem.

“When we are up here saying, ‘Free
Palestine’ — it’s not a demand, it’s a
spoiler.”

Palestine
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sideration, Scott O’Connor, the son of
former U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor, said selecting
someone like him for the state’s high-
est court “will do no service to the pub-

lic’s faith in the judicial system.”
What would bolster the public’s faith

in the judicial system?
Ethics.
But ethics can be difficult.
Except when they’re not.
Except they will be.
Because this is Arizona.
Reach Montini at ed.montini@ari

zonarepublic.com
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